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Rosy pictures arve painted of what to expect
when one settles on the land and what cap be
made from it. Although we struck very bad
times we can go off the land, and probably
will realise more than it has cost us. Thia
shows that settlers of the proper type should
receive everr encouragement, and above all
things, shonld be treated fairly, and that we
should not give to Tom or Harry that which
we deny to Jack or Bill.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [10.50]: T
want to touch briefly on the question of re-
patriation. I agree with the member for Mur-
chigon that people can do well on the Jand and
that they have done well on the land. After
all, it depends to a great extent on the indi-
vidual. With regard to repatriation, I agree
with the remarks of the Minister when he
stated that in Mr. Camm we had an officer who
understood kis buginess, While Mr. Camm may
know his business, there iz unfortunately a
general feeling that the Government, in eom-
mon with the Governments of other States,
have done practically nothing in the way of
genuine repatriation,

Mr. Jones: Except Queensland.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not concerned with
what Queensland may have done. Our vasi
areas available for settlement should be ready
to receive, mot only our own men when they
come back, but the thousands of other men
wha will be looking to Australia for a home.
I urge the Government to approach the Fed-
eral Government for suflfieient money as a set-
off against such land as we may be prepared
to place free at the disposal of our returned
soldiers or sailors. It will be of inestimable
value to the State to have thousands of men
come and make their homes herq It is the
State that is prepared to receive men which
will get the population after the war. We
should not wait until the war is over before
we prepare for those men. Down at Nornalup
Inlet, T am eredibly informed, we have soffi-
cient land to place thousands of men. I would
like the State Government to urge the Com-
monwealth Government to provide money for
the econstruction of necessary roads and rail-
ways, conditionally on our giving the returned
soldiers and sailors land for nothing.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 6tk March, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-n., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notiee’’ and ‘‘Pap-
ers Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Procecd-

ings.’"]

[COUNCIL.]

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.

The PRESIDENT (4.34:] Y have received
the following communication from the Aud-
itor General dated 5th March, 1817:—

Sir,—In pursuance of Section 53 of the

Audit Aet, 1904, T have the honour of

transmitting for presentation to the Leg-

islative Council a copy of the Hon. the

Colonial Treasurer’s statemeni of the

Public Aceounts of the State of Western

Australia for the finaneial year ended

30th June, 1917, together with my report

thereon. (S8gd.) C. 8. Toppin, Anditor

General.

I place the report on the Table.

MOTION—FRUIT CANNING INDUSTRY,
LOAN,

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.40): I move—

‘“That the Auditor General be re-
quested to report—1, On the circumstances
attending the loan of £5,500 by the Gov-
ernment to the Fruit Canning Industry,
and 2, The present position and prospects
of the venture,”’

Before asking members to accept this meo-
tion I think it wonld be advisable to be
very clear in my rcasons. In order to put
the position fairly and clearly before memn-
bers I would like to say that there is no
hostility to the fruit growing industry as
far as I am concerned. So far from there
being any hostility I may say that I have
been, and am, interested in the fruit growing
indostry, and nothing would give me greater
pleasure, satisfaction, or profit thar to see
the frnit industry in this country estab-
lished on a sound financial basis. Secondly,
there is going to be no attack made upon
the company in eonnection with this matter.
It must be within the knowledge of mem-
hers that occasionally, at any rate in some
Parliaments, advantage is taken of the priv-
ileges which we have to make unfair at-
tacks on people who are not able to reply.
In this particular case, so far from wishing
te make any attack on the two or three
gentlemen whose names appear in the tran-
saction, and in the circulars, T would like
to take the opportunity of saying that in
my opinion Mr. Price of the Illawarra or-
chard, who is associated with the Frnit-
growers Limited, is head and  shoulders
above any other man in this country in the
fruitgrowing business, particularly in re.
gard to apples. T give that as my private
opinion, but T believe it to be generally
recognised that he stands quite in the front
rank of fruit growers. That 1 believe will
be accepted by everybody whe knows any-
thing at all about the subject. Similarly
with Mr, Loaring, for both these gentlemen
live in the district where I live, one at
Karragullen and the other at Bickley. T1f
some of the hon, members of this Chamber
had an opportunity of visiting these or-
chards, T believe they would agree that the
Tlawarra orchard is one of the best apple
orchards in Western Australia, and, as far
as Mr. Loaring is concerned, that his orange
grove at Bickley is one of the best citrns
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groves in Western Australia. That ought to
clear the ground to some extent, but 1 want
to clear it a little further, and te say that
I have not, at any rate yet, made any ap-
plication to the Government for a plant sub-
sidy and heen refused. Lei it not be said,
therefore, that 1, or anyone for whom 1
am privileged to speak, wishes to attack
this company because it has been suecessful
in getting money from the Government
where other people have been unsueceessful.
The whole of the eriticism that I wish to
make this afterngon is directed at the Gov-
ernment and  particularly at two or three
Ministers who are directly responsible for
what has taken place. I am asking for this
report, not because I am acquainted with
all the circomstances of the case, bhut be-
canse [ think we are catitled to have an
independent report on the present condition
of affairs, and the reason that T have sel-
ected this rather thanm a somewhat larger
affair, is that it is a gqueslivn of so small
a seale that practically the man in the
street, and even the woman in the street,
would be able to understand and appreciate
the position, Tt will be generally allowed
that sometimes we are confused by the huge
figures and complicated statements, such as
wa see in balance sheets of commereial tran-
sactions, legitimate or iMegitimate, and my
¢riticism or any attempt to follow the op-
erations of an institution or company is
mostly quite ouiside the capacity of the or-
dinary member of Parliament, to say moth-
ing of the ordinary eleetor. Therefore, it
will be a great advantage to have this min-
iatnre shown wherein we shall be able to
see what has been done and what unsound
lines of policy the Government have
adopted, and also how unsound is their ad-
ministration. I would peint out that T am
only making out a prima facie case. The
file which I have asked shall be laid on the
Table of the House discloses the position
which justifies us in asking for more infor-
mation. I am not going to be very conclu-
sive in my remarks. T am going to be more
chronological than conciugive, and hon. mem-
bers will be able to follow me chronologi-
cally as they wounld if they took the trouble
to look at the file for themselves. There is
one other advantage in dealing with this
matter and it is that it is not toe late to re-
trieve the position. Tt will be scen, in the

course  of the statement 1 will make,
that the fruit growing industry in this
eountry, speaking now from the jam

making and preserving point of view, is ad-
mitted to have one great rival, or as one of
the members classed it, ome great enemy,
namely, the Jones Company. I will say nothing
against the Jones Company because I know
very little about them, but it is generally ad-
mitted that they are a company, who stand on
the top of the tree so far aa success is com-
cerned, and no one, so far as I know, has ever
been able to make any suggestion but that
those connceted with it are honourable men.
On looking at their balance sheet to the end of
Deeember, 1917, I find they have a ecapital of
over £600,000. That is the company which it
will be seen from the file i3 considered to be 3

rival, or the encmy of any company starting
in Western Australia. If hon. members turn
to the policy speech of the Premier of Queens-
land, they will And that the Government of
that State approached this question in a sen-
sible way from their point of view. The Pre-
mier {Mr. Ryan) in his policy speech delivered
at Townsville said that, with a view of seeur-
ing to the growers a fair return for their
lahours, and a ready market for their preduets,
a fruit canning factory was to be established
at a cost of £40,000. We come to Western Aus
tralta and what do we find? We find that the
henefits of private enterprise are to be linked
up with the benefits of State socialism, and the
policy of the Government as announced is a
pound for pound subsidy te any company
who will put up the money.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister): A
pound for pound only.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: One wishes to be
particularly civil to o young Minister of the
Crown, and therefore I will not say anything
with regard io the interjection. I will even
arcept his correction, but I think that when
the hon, gentleman has a litile more experience
he will know that in this connection loans and
subsidies and gifts are all alike and that things
now are mixed up in sueh a ftangle that even a
chartered accountant cannot put them right.
On going throngh this file we find that the
Honorary Minister (Mr. Baxter) is one of the
Ministers whose signature appears on it. ‘I
eonenr’’ is what he writes. This file in itself
should be sufficient to send that Minister out
of the (Cabinet and out of Parliament to-mor-
row. Lf what appears on the file had heen al-
lowed fo oceur in connection with a private in-
stitution, that institution would have found
itself in the bankruptey court, and if the hon.
member had been carrying on business for any-
body else and had done anything like that he
would have been dismissed without a moment’s
hesitation.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: That is a hit rough.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN : Tt is a bit rough en
us if we have to find the mioney to educate
these junior Ministers. Of course they ought to
have heen guided by their colleagues, But let
us go on with this file chronologically. It
starts on the 16th August, 1916, and therefore
it is comparatively easy to bear in mind what
has taken place,  If the events I am going to re-
fer to were over a long period of years, and
ware involved, it might be tedious to follow
them. There is 2 minute by the late Fruit Com-
missioner. THere again I want to protect my-
self, so far as the civil serviee is concerned.
Locking at this file, and knowing nothing
whatever ahout the civil service except what
we find in the file, we would say, while possibly
one or two of the civil servants were somewhat
enthugiastie, we would alse say that the only
sound guidance given right through the piece
was given by the civil servanta whe contrib-
uted to the file, particularly the officers of the
Treasnry Department. The minute starts in
Aungust and says—

Ahout £5,000 will be required to establish
the company, I suggest that the Government
find £2,500 and the growers and the mer-
chants £2500.
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I ask hon, members to bear in mind that the
merchants are asked to contribute. That was
and is the policy of the Government, namely, a
subsidy ¢f pound for pound, Then we have a
deputation waiting on Mr. Lefroy who was
then Minister for Lands and one member of
the deputation said—

We represent 80 per cent. of the growers

and we ask for £500.

That gives me an opportunity of referring to
a matter which I consider to be of some little
inportance, though other people may mnot. It
is with regard to the aceuracy that should
appear in files of accounts. I asked a ques-
tion of the leader of the House the other day
witli regard to certain repayments by this
company, I had not:- an apportunity then
of going into the matter, and anyone un-
acquainted with the circumstances would say
to me, “You seem to have made a foolish
blunder.’” On page 184 of the file there will
be found a minute which justified me in ask-
ing the question I put to the Colonial Secre-
tary, because it states there that the first of
the repayments was to be made on the 31st
December, 1917. XNow T am told, and I can
quite credit it, that that ought to have been
the 31st December, 1919, Bimilarly, with a
statement about the £500, that probably should
have heen £5,0600. I would be the last persom
te take hyproeritical notice of any of these
things, bnt at the same time, dealing with
figures and ftrnst funds, one cannot be too
careful about seeing that the most scrupulous
accoracy is observed. At the deputation which
waited on Mr. Lefroy in September, one of
the members said all that was required was
assistance from the Government. The Minis-
ter queried, ‘*Have you done anything in the
matter yourselves?’’ and the answer was, ‘“We
have made inquiries of the fruit growers and
they are going to support us; they are un-
animons in their desire to have a factory
established.’’ Speaking for a moment as a
fruitgrower, T can quite understand the depu-
tation being somewhat carried away and using
language whieh possibly was not sirietly
aceurate. Bui does that justify the Minister
in accepting a statement of that kind and
acting on it, beeause unquestionably we find,
on going through the file, that the Minister
took the statement for granted that the fruit-
growers were going to give their support and
that they were unanimous in their desire to
have the factory established. T propose now
to refer to a circular izssued by the fruitgrowers
and the date on fthis eircular is important.
The statement of the deputation which I have
quoted was made in September, 1916. The
circular whieh is issued by the fruitgrowers
is dated February, 1917, says, ‘“The support
given by the fruitgrowers has so far been
very limited, in faet the amount swbscribed
by them totals only £350. 'There are between
3,000 and 4,000 fruitgrowers in the State, but
only about 60 have thought it worth while to
take up shares in the concern.’’ The depu-
tation went on and the Minister incidentally
remarked that things were slightly mixed, and
that this matter might come under the Minis.
ter for Industries. At any rate another meni-
ber of the deputation said, ¢* This is a business

{COUNGIL.]

proposition.’’ The Minister obtaing the
approval of Cabinet, on the Jrd October, for
an advance of £2,500. They had asked for a
pound for pound subsidy.

The Colonial Secretary: Not a subsidy, a
loan at the current rate of interest.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I do not know the
difference between a loan and a subsidy in
this affair.

The Colonial Secrctary: The hon. member
keeps on saying a subsidy, this is a loan at
the eurrent rate of interest, not a subsidy.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Minister says
I do not know the difference between a loan
and a subsidy. We will wait for the report
that T am asking should be placed on the
table of the Honse, and see what the Auditor
General says on the transaction. I do not
wish to bandy words with the leader of the
House or his colleague in conuection with the
matter.

Hon. J. M. Drew: Was the repayment guar-
anteed?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There are a great
many ways of raising money in Western Aus-
tralia, but I do not wish to be drawn from
the motion I am moving, that an independent
report ghould be made on the matter. I do
not wish {o exaggerate the impertance of this.
I do not wish to find a mare’s nest, but as a
fruitgrower and taxpayer, T want to see that
this is put on sound lines. We come to the 3rd
October, and we have got the approval of
Cabinet for an advance of £2,500,

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Was the advance

made?

Hon. A. SANDERBON: I am rather
frightened to answer any questions in
the presence of the Honorary Minister.
I am asking for a report. The Minis-
ter obtains the approval of Cabinet
for an advance of £2500, What that
approval is worth I do not know. Three

days after in the ‘*West Australian’’ an ad-
verse comment appears. ‘It is certain,”’’
says one of the importers, ‘*the project is
doomed to failure.’’ Then the Commisioner’s
report on that was this: ‘‘This I should say
was put up, not by the merchants but by one
of the rival preserving companies.’’ This is
what the Minister is told by his Fruit Com-
missioner. ‘‘The Government security is to n
large extent the sueccess of the vepturs.''
That is pretty candid. It will he most
difficult to establish the canning and dryving
industry in this State withont strong Gov-
ernment sopport because of the opposition of
already strongly established and organised
trades of the Eastern States.’’ I do not
think it wise to discuss now the wisdom or
folly of the question of establishing thiz in-
dustry. 1 have no intention of doing so. nor
to discuss the question of how the Minister ix
raising eapital, because the Government are
going to raise capital by a foreed loan from
the insurance companies. They are obtaining
£5,000 from each of the insurance companies.
T am not discussing that at all. T assume for
& moment that this is a sound buginess pro-
position of a pound for pound subsidv and
that the Government are poing to establish
this industry, Here the Minister ig warned
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that it is «ifficult to estahlish this indusiry
because of the rivalry of the firmg in the
Eastern States., That can only refer to ihe
Jones Company with a capital, mark you, of
£600,000, an old established firm and masters
of their business. e have also to recognisc
that in Queensland the Labour Government
think similarly to the Nationalist Government
here of establishing a froit and canning in-
dustry and they are going to put up £40,000.
Here is the Minister warned on these points.
I say any Minister who understamds his re-
sponsibilities must say we have to be particu-
larly careful about this matter. If this is a
surigus venture we should see first of all that
the company to whem we are going to lend tbe
money to is a sonnd company, and we must
also see that they provide sufficient eapital to
o inte the matter suceessfully zo that we do
uot fiing £5,000 away. That reminds me of
the question of the loan and the subsidy, If
this was a subsidy there might be some justi-
fiecntion for it. That is to say, to give them
the £5,000 amd let them, that is the firnit
canning company, be entirely responsible for
everything, whereas as a loan T have no hesi-
tation in saying any bank manager in West
ern Australia would be dismissed at once if
he lent £5,000 or £2,500, which was the orig-
inal proposition, to the fruit company in such
cirewmstances, Now we eome to the 17¢h Oe-
toker, and members will remember, turning
back for a moment, it was said the merchants
were to be asked to come into the venture.
That was in August. In October in a memo.
from the Fruit Commissioner, he says the
parties had inet, that is the Under Secretary
and the gentlemen connected with the com-
pany, and they had stated that the wholesale
people haid finally refused to join the com-
pany and the Jones company were exercising
influence in this direction. Any Minister who
knows his business, and with a sense of re-
sponsibility would sce, if there is any truth
in this, this was a warning. He woutd say,
““We must find out what is going on because
it looks as if we are going to fritter away
£5,000 which we ecan il] afford to spare, and
damage the fruit industry—if we are going to
have a failure—if it is true the wholesale
people refuse to join that is the evidence that
the Jones company are exerting influence in
this iirection. On the 7th October we have
this from the Fruit Commnissioner to the Min-
ister. ‘T ask that the A.F.L. he given defi-
nite terms and conditions as early as possible
during this week and suggest that the loan of
£2,500 be secured by debentures.’’ The money
is to be nsed to form a preserving and drying
company. That is Oetober 7. On October 24
the company writes: ‘‘As the proposed com-
pary (which is to be formed) is not in actual
existenee, please pay te the AF L. (that is
the parent company) £300 in trust for the
new company to pay for machinery and cans
already ordered.’’ That is a curious method
of doing business. T should imagine it is the
method not of highly trained bustuess men hut

of a junior Minister of a Country party. I am
going to miss out a little here. It is import-
ant but it is not necessary to go into details,
and that is the Federal Treasurer’s permission

to float the company, I leave that out, al-
though all these details lead to an interesting
question to me, it is an old friend, the Federal
Government operations in Western Australia.
We come to the Gth November and the Under
Secretary writes, ‘‘The Govermment have
pledged themselves to advance the sum of
£2,300."" That is on the 6th Xgvember, and
we have a letter from Sydney and it shows
that the people there are following our move-
ments over here, although we say that we are
neglected and ignored. On the 3rd November,
thut is three days before that, a letter is re-
ceived from T. M, Goedall & Co, of Syduey,
fefWe wnotice the W.A. Government contem-
plaie instalting eanning works in Perth; we
ask leave to submit a quotation.’”” On the
27th November the Government replied, **Up
to the present the Government have not defi-
nitely decided to erect canning works.”! We
get on now to the next month, the 5th Decem-
her. The £5300 is advanced; they got their
£300,

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Who got it?

Hon. A. SANDERSOX: The company gob
it in trust for the canning company. On the
Sth December there is a minute that the A.F.L.
is particularly anxious to get further supplies.
It was just about this time that I asked the
Qovernment, from my place in Parliament, if
the Goverament would place on the Table of
the House the papers in eonnection with this
matter, and the answer was that the A.F.L.
were engaged in delicate negotiations and it
was not expedient to lay the papers on the
Table. To be fair to the leader of the House,
[ was told that if I liked to go downm to the
department I could see the file, but I did oot
do that because I think it is a most objection-
able course to pursue, to po down and get
information that is not available to everyone
clse in comnection with public affairs, if nego-
tiations are not intended for the public to see.
We come to December 16. There is a lot of
intercsting financial statements, details of
which I do not wish to worry the House with,
but they are well worth members perusing.
I will give one illustration. This is in con-
nection with the Under Secretary for Agri-
enlture asking for a further £500 immediately.
This was on the 2nd February. The dates are
most important, and I am stating this chrono-
logieally. We have on the 2nd February,
1917, an application for a further £500 im-
mediately with the statement, ‘‘we have dis-
posed of sufficient shares to justify the com-
pany going to alletment.’’ If that is the case
on the 2nd February, how comes it about that
on the 23rd February we have this circular to
which I have already referred, saying—

The support.of the fruit growers has so
far been very limited. In faet, the total
amount of capital subscribed to date by the
fruit growers amounts to only £350. There
are some 3,000 or 4,000 growers in the State.

We are still in February, 1917, and here is an-
other warning, from the Treasury. It is a pro-
test from the Under Treasurer to the Trea-
surer—

This matter was never submitted to me, I
am opposed to this method of finapeing., All
matters of this nature should come through
the Treasury, and your zpproval obtained
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hetfore any proposal to assist any outside
concern is approved of.
There is an illustration of the valuable publie
servant weg lhave, the public servant who is so
often, as we know, subjected to severe eriti-
cism, The eriticism should De directed at the
heads of Ministers. They have had their sub-
ordinates right through the piece; or at any
rate some of them have had subordinates who
bave served them uncommeonly well, and given
warning after warning, and told the Ministers
what was going on. But here is the refrain—

I shall be glad to get another £730.

This is from the manager of the eompany to
the U'nder Secretary. There seems to me a sigh
of velief on the part of the accountant of the
Agricultural Department, because he makes the
following note—

Seven bundred and fifty pounds has already

heen paid. This amount will complete their

proposed loan,
But somebody else comes in here, some official
whose name [ caunot decipher. He got hold of
this file and put this note on it—

THense discuss. 1 do not think we should pay

the full amount wntil the whole of the capi-

tal of the company is put up.

Another warning. Then the Fruit Industries
Commissioner says the company are hung up
for funds. Mark that. They have had £2500
with & protest from the accountant, and the
Fruit Industries Commissioner then says that
they ‘‘are hung up for funds’’ and that they
‘feannot buy sugar which is urgently re-
quired.’’ This is the concern that is to fight
the £600,000 combine in Tasmania and the
State factory of Queensland. This is the en-
terprise of the Nationalist party, The Fruit
Industrics Conunissioner continues—

I am afraid under existing ciretmstances the

department must stand to the company to

keep it going,

Now hon. members will see whether this is a
Ioan or a subsidy. We have got in with these
people, and our own officer says that we must
stand to them now and keep them going. The
negotiations, T was teld, were too delicate to
permit of the papers being laid on the Table
of the Tlouse. They were most indelicate—not
delicate. Now I eome to March, 1917; and I
promise to be as brief as I can. I do not often
" trespass on the time of the House with a mo-
tion like this.

Member: It is interesting.

Hon. A. SANDERSBON: It certainly is in-
teresting. On the 9th March, 1917, I find some
accounts and some figures which are of value,
It is these accounts and figures that T wish
considered by a trained, qualified, and inde-
pendent party like the Anditer Geperal. I only
say that prima facie the matter calls for some
inquiry. The final payment is now made on
the 24th March, 1917.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That makes £2,500 in
an?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T can only say that
1 think so. But the Auditor General will be
ahle to tell us that.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: What capital have
the company subsgeribed?

TTon. A&, SANDERSON:
eral will tell us that too.

The Aunditor Gen-

il |

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: T3 the hon, member cer-
tain that this is the final payment?

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I have said three
times that I am dealing chronologically with
this matter. I have come to the 24th March,
1917, and on the file appears the statement
that the final payment has now heen made.
Surely that should satisfy the hon. member. I
think he must have been looking at the fite
himself, because if he went on to the 30th
March, six days afterwards, he must have
found the following—

Owing to unforeseen circumstances it is

necessary to apply for further financial as-

sistance.
That is six days after the final payment has
been made, The memo, continues—

Unless we are assisted we cannot carry on,

The A.F.L. has strained its resources, and

has advanced £1,000 te the canning com-

pany. We ask for a further amount of
£3,000.
This scemed to have completely flummoxed the
Fruit Industries Commissioner because” he
says—

I hardly know what to advise.

The statement is a long one, but it starts off
by saying—

I hardly know what te advise. I recom-

mended that the company should start with

£5,000 eapital, half growers’ and half Gov-
ernment money. So far the growers have
only put up £330 in cash, while we have ad-
vanced £2,500. Only strong Government sup-
port will enable canning and jamming to be
suceessfully undertaken in this State, owing
to outside competition.

That is the £600,000 Jones husiness., I am not

sure whether T have the statement which the

Treasurer made, but the other day he said—

There is one form of education I would like

to see reduced in this Htate, and that is the

method of educating people to see how much
they can get the Government to give and
how little they can pay in return.
I think these gentlemen have graduated past
masters in the art of getting money from the
Government. The TFruit Industries Commis-
gioner continues—

The Jones combine has already eut
prices  twiee sginee the local company
started,

There is about the .fifth warning. Anyone
knows that the Jones combine, as they con-
tinne to be called—though I think we ought
to be civil, and call them the Jomes com-
pany—are a very powerful comeern.  The
Nationalist party went out to fight the
Jones combine, and they alleged that the
Jones combine had already twice cut priees.
If it is going to be a fight botween the
Jones company on the one hand, and the
loan or dchenture, or whatever it may be
called, of two or three thousand pounds
from our Government on the other hand,
which party is pgoing to lose its moneyt
After that the affair becomes a little comi-
cal, because the damage has been done and
the Nationalist party appear in sight. The
Tnder Secretary for Agricultere minutes
the Minister for Agriculture—
This does mot lock tvo good.
They found that out at last, atthough they
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had to go to a eivil servant to find it out,

because the present Premier asks—

What is the position?

Now we ecome to the 15th June, 1917, and

on that date the AF.L. make the following

statement to the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture—

The total amount paid in cash by grow-
ers for shares is £660. This, with £2,500
from the Government, gives us £3,160 to
work on.

““To work off,’” I think it should have said.

The statement continues—

This was used by March last, and we
were then faced with either shutting down
or temporarily assisiing it ourselves, We
did this, and advanced £2,700.

The company ask for early consideration—
as, having got the factory going and get-
ting its products on the market, it is very
necessary it shounld be kept going,

Sometimes, T believe, people <¢ut their

losses; but that course did not seem to sug-

gest itself to this company. This is the
kind of thing ome can safely look for when
one comes to a governmental institution—
probably a governmental institution of any
kind, but certainly a governmental institn-
tion financed by a Government. Here, on
the 22nd  June, 1917, we find the Fruit

Industries Commissioner writing to the Un-

der Secretary for Agriculture—

1 would suggest that the AFL. be
nsked if any steps are being taken to meet
a congiderable amowvnt of dissatisfaction
which exists among a large section of
growers in connection with both the man.
agement of the AF.L, and the AF. Can-
ning Company.

Next, on the 26th .June, the interim balance

gheet of the canning company is asked for

—for the first time, so far as I ean ascer-

tain; but the Auditor General will tell us

all about it. On the 28th June the Under

Secretary for Agricolture writes a memo-—-

T am dissatisfied. There is not sufficient
information. I know that many growers
have not yet been paid. As the Govern-
ment are assisting, it i3 most adrisable
that the growers should be paid. They
ara mostly small men who urgently need
the money. The A.F.L. and the Produe-
ers’ Markets have advanced £2.876, and
we should have some understanding that
if the £3,000 is advanced it will not he
used to liquidate these advances, leaving
the company financially just as it was
before, but for a change of creditors.

Any business man will appreciate the im-

portance of that suggestion. The memo.

concludes—

Tt is necessary that the growers be in-
duced to take shares.

I pass to July, when there are some more

memoranda and more requests for informa.

tion. In that month the Under Seeretary
suggests an  advance—let hon. members
mark this; this is Governmeant finance—sug-
gests an advanec of £3,000 to ‘‘your com-
pany’’—that is, the APTL., and not the
canning company—*‘‘on the distinct under-
standing that it is to be unsed in developing
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the operations of the company, and that
efforts be made to induce more growers to
become shareholders.’’ That i a very im-
portant matter from the fruitgrowers® point

of view. To me it seems that from start
to finish the whole thing was absclutely
doomed. T do not know what the present

position is, but that is how the thing
strikes me—that it was absolutely doomed
to failure, on the company’s own showing,
unless the Government put in more money.
The company were to approach the fruit-
growers—possibly, except in some instances,
the most unsophisticated class of the comn-
munity—and ask them to put their bard-
earned money inte a thing like this. On
the 14th July, 1917, there is a memo. that a
cash statement up to the 30th June has been

reccived. On the 26th July there is a
memo.—

Matters brought forward. Some doubt

whether articles of association will allow

thia.

This is rather in the Alfred Jingle style,
but I think it shortens things.

The PRESIDENT: T must remind the hon.
member that Standing Order 114 will in-
terrupt this motion except by the consent
of the House.

Resclved that motions bhe continued.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I thank you, Mr.
President, and hon. members for permission
to proceed. On the 26th July some doubt
arigses ‘‘whether the articles of association
will allow this.’* ‘That is, the advance of
the £3,000 to what may be called the parent
company. I am not going into that, beranse
it would take us too far afield; but it shows
what an interesting affair this has become,
when the fruitgrowers—let hon. members
just imagine, the ordinary fruitgrowers
-—are¢e being asked whether the ar-
ticles of association of the com-
pany will permit this to be done.
And when we find a Government official with
the approval, apparently, of the Minister,
suggesting that the fruitgrowers, who know
nothing whatever about it, be indueed to put
their money into this affair, we are tempted
to ask what there is left to anticipate. Now
we come to August, 1917:—‘Tt is essential
that the jam factory should be kept going.’’
Heaven knowa why., This is from the Fruit
Tndustries Commisgsioner to the Under Seere-
tary of Agrienlture. - He says—

They waited on me re the £3,000. They
said it was essenfial that the jam fac-
tory should be kept geing.

This is the Fruit Commissioner who sars—

The jam factory must be kept going,
and it is necessary the Government should
help, There is no way of securing the
money other than by advancing to the As-
sociated Fruitgrowers, Limited, and not to
the jam factory. Negotiations are pending
between the West Australian Farmers,
Limited, for faking over the Associated
Fruitgrowers, Limited.

I deeply regret that it should be necessary to
mention any of these companies at all. for
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tiie reason that the whole of my attack is
directed towards members of the Govern-
ment. I make no attack whatever on either
of these companies. The whole of my attack
is directed at Ministers who are direetly res-
pounsible, for not only this kind of thing, hut
for things invelving millions of money. Their
decalings in their finances are echaracterised
by carelessness and ignorance of what they
are dealing with. They are bringing the
country to the verge of bankrupety, indeed
of fraudulent bankruptey, and they have
only been prevented from taking trust funds
in London by the intervention of the Imperial
Government. Now we come to the 21st Aug-
ust, 1917:—''The sales for six months do
not show great chances of suceess '’ I should
think not. It is really a very entertaining
ammugement, the reading of Government files,
if they arc anything like this, The Treas-
urer complains that Ministers have to spend
most of their time reading files. I can ima-
gine nothing more amusing than fo light a
big cigar and vead files like this, while being
paid hundreds of pounds a year for doing so.
Here i3 a note by the Under Secretary of
Agriculture dated 21st August, 1917:— ‘Keep
this matter alive.”’ On the 22nd August Mr.
Willmott arrives on the scene and then things
begin to move, Can anything he more ludie-
rous than this note of the conference between
the Associated Fruitgrowers, Limited, and
Mr. Willmott? This was after the change of
Government came about. It is very obvious
that these gentlemen wanted to get somemore
mouney. Usually at a conference there is some
delicacy, a few preliminaries at any rate, but
here the deputation burst out with: —*We
are most anxious to get £3,000.7 And from
the knowledge we have from this file, it is
not surprising. Here, again, let us be fair in
the matter. This ia Mr, Willmott, an import-
ant representative of the Country party, who
apparently has bolted with the Government
and taken charge of the country., The Min-
ister has seen the Treasurer and he adds, ap-
parently rather timidly, ‘‘He is not very
favourable.'” The Treasurer says that the
fruit growers are not putting enough money
into it, and Mr. Willmott agrees with him.
One would have thought that even the rawest
recruit to this Country party, the most
buneolic person they could find in the outlying
districts, would have had sufficient sense at
this juneture to consult someone who knew
what was what. It is disereditable and dis-
graceful that we should-hand ever the man-
agement of the affairs of this country to men
like that. What else can we expect but bank-
ruptey? Heaven knows, it is difficult enough
in any circumstances at the present moment
to handle things in Western Australia. T
have my scheme, other memhers may have
theirs; but even my pet scheme of unification
wonld be wreeked at once if entrusted to the
care of hon. members like that to conduct
negotiations either delicate or indelicate.
Here is this Minister who agrees with the
wlole position, that is to say, that the grow-
ers are not putting encugh money into it.
Then he asks, ‘‘How do your prices compare
with others?’’ The answer is, ‘‘The whole-
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snlc prices are the same as Jones’s, but the
retail prices are one penny per lb. higher all
round.’”’ This is very intercsting to the
careful bousewife. This is the company they
are going to fight in Western Australia, and
the retail price is one penny per lb. above
Jones’s, And not only that, but the Minister
himself had seen a tin of jam opened and
found it mildewed. I know a little, not much,
about this. T have conducted a few experi-
ments with this fruit preserving business,
and T know that to a begimner it is a very
easy thing to have the stuff mildew, whether
it is in a tin or in a bottle. The great ad-
vantage with a bhottle is that you ecan see
the mildew, while the disadvantage with the
tin is that yon eannot see it. In putting a
new brand on the market, a jam which is
really a Government jam, we should be very
careful not to have mildewed stuff get in, 1
am eonvinced that one could buy 1,000 dozen
tings of Jones’s jams in Western Australia
and that Jones’s company would be prepared
to pay a pound for every tin that was mil-
dewed., It is easy enough to avoid mildew if
sufficient care is taken in the preparation of
the stuff by those who know what they are
doing. Here the Minister admits that the
growers have not put enough money into the
thing, and that the jam itself gives cause for
complaint. I am not ecritieising the ecompany.
[ sympathise with them to 2 certain cxtent
and admire them in another regard. I sym-
pathise with them in the diffieulty they find
in starting any new affair at the present time,
and T must say I admire the way in which
they have handled their loan account. Then
we get this question, ‘‘How many growers
are there in the company’’? and the answer
is ‘“Beventy-six.’” Then we come to, ‘‘How
much wiil the AF.L, leave in’*?  The retort
is, ‘*Will it be sufficient if we leave in
£2,000°’2 . They want to see how far they
dare go with the Minister. It is not neces-
sary fo explain to those who have followed
this question, and it would be very difficult
to explain te those who have not followed it,
the particulars of the advance by the parent
company to the subsidiary company, and the
respective rights and positions of the two
parties plus the Government's right and privi-
leges. However, the Auditor General will tell
us all about that. Here is a member of the
deputation closing with the Minister, ‘¢Will
it be sufficient if we leave in £2,000 and not
withdraw except as we get in subseriptions
from froitgrowers?’’ ¢‘That will do,”’ said
the Minister. And so the business was fixed
up. The Under Secretary for Agriculture
says—
It will be necessary to augment the capi-
tal provided by the shareholders (£800) by
£2,000 before the Government will give
£3,000 on top of the £2,500 already given.
Then here is a long passage about the fire
insuranee premiums. I will leave it out,
althongh it is an indication of the grossly
careless way in which the business was con-
ducted by the Govermment.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: You say the business was
fixed up; is that the £3,000 granted by the
Government?
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is very difficult
to answer that.

Hon. 8ir E, H. Wittenoom: Did they put
the proceedings of the deputation on the file?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I cannot say, but
if it should lead to the compilation of a file
like this, I should say put them all on. Then
we come to the 5th December, 1917, Here is
the Minister—

I recommend that a further loan he made
ag shares sold have realised £2,000. Kindly
treat this matter as urgent.

Then, on the 8th December, we have this from
the Under Secretary of Agriculture—

It i3 necessary that a guarantee to leave
£2,000 as capital in the A.F.L, Trading
Concern should be approved by the Solicitor
General and signed by individual members
or some of them,

Now we come to the preliminaries before they
got the cash advanee. Judging by the file T
think we ought to be proud of our qualified
eivil servants, and very much ashamed of our
present Ministers. That is the imnpression left
by a perusal of this file, because Ministers
got warnings from all directions. Tere is
the Crown Law Department—

The guarantee given by the AF.L. is of
no value unless the company has power
under its articles of association to give such
gnarantee.

That is not very remarkable coming from the
Crown Law, but it is evidence that they con-
duct their business, as far as ther can. The
minute eontinues—
Further, a guarantee given by a limited
company is of little value unless there is a
reserve liability of shareholders.
That is very elementary. but possibly the
Crown Law Department has found out the
very seanty limitations of 1its Ministers.
Therefore, the officers put an elementary no-
tice like this on the papers in the vain hope
that it would catch the eye of the Minister—

If it is the intention of the A.F.L. to
issne second preference debentures of £2,000
as loan capital to the fruit and canning com-
pany it is necessary to safeguard the in-
terests of the Government in providing that
its liability shall not be discharged during
the currency of the Government loan.

There is nothing very startling about this, but
it shows in these different departments—the
Agricultural Department, the Treasury De-
partment, and the Crown Law Department—
that the Ministers were protected by their
civil servants.

And the provisions should be made striet.
That is another note from the Crown Law De-
partment. Now we come to the public Press,
On the 9th December, 1817, the ¢‘Sunday
Times’’ makes certain comments on this
matter—

We are not quite cognisant of the details,
but it is a faet that last week the Govern-
ment advanced £2,500 to the W.A, Fruit-
growera’ Association. This is in addition
to the suhsidy or loan given by the State
to the same organisation earlier in the year.

The comment is not a very severe one, but
they would like a little more information on
the subject. This shows that the publie are
served fairly well by their watch dogs, the
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public Press, and the theme of the whole ¢riti-
cism in regard to this matter is in connection
with the present Ministry, and particularly
the individuals who dealt with it, and to the
effeet that they should nmever have been per-
mitted to deal with a matter of that kind,
awl that, as the Tnder Treasurer has if, it
shoull have gone to his department. Here is
the A.P.L. asking, ‘*When will this adrance
be available?’’ That is the only thing which
interests them. The Under Secretary writes
to the Minister—

A balance sheet has been obtained. The
fixed atsets are not sufficient and are slightly
over £800. It is unlikely that the directors
and the shareholders will give a guarantee.
At the same time I consider that we are
bound to go on with this matter. The fruit
industry must be assisted apart from the
question of security. We cannot lose sight
of the faet that the Agricultural Bank is
interested in a large number of orchards.
LE the departtuent does not assist, the Agri-
cultural Department will be a heavy loser.

That raises up an interesting vista. With a
file like this, and a reference like this, I asked
the officials of the House to get me the Agri-
cultural Bank report. It is an old story now,
and T am thankful to say that I have the
Agricultural Bank report for 1917. I then
said, ‘‘Will you please bring me the reports
for 1914, 1813, and 1916"/ and the reply made
to me was, ‘‘They are not here.’’ I wanted
to get hold of these reports for the special
purpose of finding out how mueh of the enor-
mous amount of money, £3,626,657, has been
advaneed by the Agrienltural Bank between
1895 and 1917 to orchardists and upon orchard
properties. 1 was a client of the bank myself
near the heginning of its operations. 1 am
speaking without the papers because they are
not on the Table, as they should be, as pro-
vided by Aect of Parliament. It is provided
that these reports should be placed on the
Table of the Honse every year. 1 cannot,
therefore, find out how muebh money is in-
vested in orchard properties by the Agrieul-
tural Bank, but, speaking without the papers,
though knowing something of the subjeet, I
should doubt very much whether the Agricul-
tural Bank have lost one penny piece on their
orchard properties. At any rate I will guar-
antee, that in the distriet in whieh I live, and
where we have a number of small clients of
the Apricultural Bank, that institution has
not lost one penny of eapital, and that these
orchardists are neither a fortnight nor a
month in arrears with their payments of in-
terest. Yet we have it put on the file, as a
reason for the advance of £3,000 more to thia
company, that we are going to protect the
Agricultural Bank aguainst possible less. The
file breaks off somewhat abraptly and I pro-
pose to do the same. I only ask this, that
kon, members witl agree that from this file
there is a prima facie case made out for tha
adoption of my motion that a report should
be made by an independent party. That, of
eourse, will remain in the hands of the House.
But right at the end of the chapter the Hon-
orary Minister who sits in this House appeara
on the scene. He says, ‘‘I concur, (sgd)
¢, ¥. Baxter.”’
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Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
With what?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I do not know.
The hon, gentleman asks me a question like
that but I cannot answer him. The minute
simply says, ‘I concur. (Sgd) C. F. Baxter.'’

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Would you kindly explain to the House what
it is T conevrred in?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: How can I explain
that? T have been almost an howr and a half
speaking on this motion, and I have asked
someone clse to explain the whole position.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
You had access to the file.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN: Admittedly.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: And the hon. member
has wade good use of it.

lon. A, SAXDERSOXN: 1 do not wish to
be severe on anyone clse except the Ministers,
wlhom one can attack and who have the right
of replv. This is not an exhaustive dealing
with the subject. [ simply say here that I
have made ont a prima facie ease. But the
interesting part of the whole thing is in re-
spect. of these Ministers. It is not in regard to
this mere hagatelle of £5,000 and as to
whether it is well invested or badly invested
~the question at issue in this matter is the
eonduct of various gentlemen, As a great
anatomist will reconstruct from the rib of a
mea’ the whole bird, so, T say, members can
reconstruet from this file the policy and the
administration of the present Ministers. Do
not let hon. members imagine that this is a
thing which ought to be dropped because it is
of no further interest, as we have lost the
money, or because the vemture is going to
prove a successful one. Whether the matter
is dropped or not, or whether the business is
going to be a failare or a success, does not
matter to me. Bnt this means that we are
involving Western Australia in State enter-
prires against which no words were too strong,
comparatively a few days ago, on the part of
the leader of the House, and because of which
the Labhour Government were thrown out of
office. We are involved once more in State
enterprises. The Premier came forward with
£100,000 for certain works at Fremantle I
think T can fairly assume, knowing what I do
of this and other affairs, that we shall go on
in the same kind of way. No wonder that we
are hankrupt and hard up! What else can
we be under the most favourable ecireum.
stances, but here we are dealing with the
most difficult situation we have ever faced?
Further, with regard to the fruit-growing in-
dustry, T say that to set abont it in that way
i to do as much damage in 12 months as will
take the fruitgrowers five years to put right.
What will an outsider think of anything like
that in connection with the fruit-growing in-
dustry of the country? I guarantee that
Tones & ("o, and Queensland will know some-
thing about the affair over here and will, at
all cvents, find ont what is going on. Sup-
pose you, Sir, or I, or anyone else, came for-
waml with a genuine scheme, and asked the
Government for £5,000 or £50,000 under an
agreement specially drawn up, and the money
wasg granted, what chanee would we have of
getting it? T do not care whether the motion
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ia adopted or rejected, or whether the Auditor
General reporis favourably or unfavourably en
the matter. I do say that there is a prima
fucie ease made out and it will be an interest-
ing matter to see what we can get in the way
of a report. Apart from that, there is the in-
jury which is being done to the country by
Government soeialistie enterprises, of whieh
those who oceupy the Government benches now
scem to be as great masters as the members
of the Labour party were. Irom the very he-
ginning the lLabour party packed these things,
but they were straightforward about it. What
ure the present Government doing? We put
thew in office in order to stop State enter.
prises, but at the first opportunity, apparently,
they get tlieir finances into 3 worse condition
than the Labour 'T'reasurer did and Dbring
along stuff like this. The Country party, too,
plavs a curious part in this little comedy. If
the Government think that, at a erisis like
this, they should permit anyone to handle the
public funds in that way, it is a deplorable
outlook for Western Australia. So far ags I
am petsonally concerned my fised determina-
tion is to fight for unification, and my fixed
beliof of months and years standing is that
this is the ounly sound policy for us to adopt.
T almost rejoice at these performances of the
Government, becanse I see that it is not a
guestion of diseussing unification, for unifica-
tion will he brought about by force of eir-
comstances. One of the circumstances which
will contribute to the total abolition and de-
struction of this State Government will be the
performance which I have only touehed upon
thia afternoon.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES (North) [5.58]:
T second the motion,

On motion by Hon. C. P. Baxter (Honorary
Minister), debate adjourned.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCTETIES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and passed,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

In Comnittee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hown. W.
Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 42—Amendment of Section 248¢:

The CHATRMANXN: Progress was reported
on the previous day on Clause 42, to which an
amendment had been moved by the Hon. J. E.
Dodd to strike out the concluding words of
the c¢lause as follows:—‘and every such per-
gon shall follow as far as possible the advice
given by such praetitioner.’’

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: These
words are already in the principal Aet, and
I hope the Commitiee will not. strike them
out. Tt ig rather futile to compel a person to
seek medica)l attention and place upon him
no obligation to carry out the advice of the
practitioner.

Hon, J. E. DODD: If T had known at the
time T moved the amendment that the words
in question were in the principal Aet T would
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not have drawn attention to the matter. It
is not my purpose to seek to delete anything
that is in the original Act. We are not alto-
gether sure, though, that the treatment is
uniform, I might give hon. members my own
experience in the past seven years. The clause
stipulates that the advice of a medical prae-
titioner shall be folloned.  What position
would I have been in if T had followed the
advice given me by various practitioners? I
can better explain my meaning by relating an
experience I had on a steamer on which I was
once travelling, and Mr. Lynn was also on the
same vessel. There was on board a medical
practitioner, a man of high standing in the
Eastern States. Speaking on diseases gener-
ally and on rheumatism, my complaint, in par-
ticular, he said that whatever 1 did I was to
have nothing to do with drugs, and that there
was only one treatment, the knife, T replied
that if I underwent that treatment all my
joints would be removed. What is to be done
in a case like that? The Bill provides that
if the advice of a medical practitioner is not
followed a penalty of £20 will be imposed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: TIf a
patient does not care for the advice of one
practitioner, he is at liberty to eazll in another.
It seems te me that if we adopt the principle
embodied in the existing Act that all sufferers
from this disease must submit to treatment,
it stands to reason that they musi be required
to carry out the treatment provided for.

Hon. J. E. DODD: With the permission of
the Committee I will withdraw my azmend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 43—agreed to.

Clause 44—Amendment of section 242f:

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1 move an ameond-
ment—

“‘That the proposed subseetion be struck
out and the following inserted in lien:—(2)
Tf such practitioner has reason to believe
that a patient who is soffering from ven-
ercal disease intends. notwithstanding
such warning, to contract marriage, he
shall forthwith notify sueh helief to the
Commissioner, who may thereupon inform
any person whom, on reasonable grounds,
he believes to be the other party to the
proposed marriage, that the patient is
suffering from snch disease, and may
give the like information to any parent
or guardian of such party. The Comnis-
sioner may alsc take such further action
as he deems necessary in aceordance with
the provisions of this Aet, No action for
libel or slander shall lie against any medi-
ral practitioner for making such notification
to the Commissioner in good faith and
withoot malice.’’ t

It will readily be granted that this is one
of the contentious clauses of the Bill. In
place of what appears in the Bill the Select
Committee recommend the insertion of the
proposed mew section which 1 have read.
The seleet committee arrived at their de-
eision principally upon the evidence ten-
dered by one of the leading practitioners
of Perth, Dr. Trethowan, who stated that
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be once had oecasion to make it known
to a person who was about to contract
marriage, that he was suffering from a
certain  disease, and that if he intended
to persist in his intention, the doctor
woulll advise the other party. Tt will

be seen that the duty which devolves upon
a private practitioner is anything but en-
viable, and it was considered by the Seclect
Committee that the proper authority to con-
vev this information should be the Commis-
gioner of Health,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment is inserted on the recommenda-
tion of the Federal Council of the British
Mediecal Association. The amendment pre-
serves the principle and if what the Select
Committee propose in the amendment is the
more desirable way of bringing it about,
I have mo objection to the alteration.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I would like to
see the report of that Federal Council. It
seemis to me that this interferes with our mar-
riage laws.

Hon. C. Sommers: And a good thing too.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes, but not in
an effective manner. My opinion is that
this matter has not been given sufficient
consideration, If the Commissioner believes
a man to be suffering from venereal disease
in Western Austratia and that wan is going
to be married in Queensland, what will the
position be then? I merely wish to sound
a warning and having done that I shall have
performed some service.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
no interference whatever with the marriage
laws. The Aet as it at present reads, en-
ables a medical man to call attention to the
contagious character of the disease and he
may warn the patient against contracting
marrizge until he is certified as cured. All
that the amendment dees is that where the
patient suffering from a contagious discase
ig likely to infect another by contracting
matrimony, he will be warned by the Com-
micgioner of Health, but if he persists in get-
ting married, the Commissioner has per-
formed his duty by having warned the other
party. If after such warning. the people
concerned choose to get married, there is no
further interference. The objeet of the
amendment is to proteet a clean and inno-
cent female who may unknowingly he about
to enter into a matrimonial alliance with a
person suffering from 2z contagious disease.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Tt will be interesting
to Mr, Sanderson to know that the evidence
which was tendered to the Select Commit-
tee and upon which this amendment was
framed was the evidence of the representa-
tive of the West Australian branch of the
British Medical Association, Dr. Trethowan.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clauses 43, 46—agreed to,

Clause 47—Amendment of Section 242j:

Hon, .J. DUFFELL: To all intents and pur-
poses this is the most important clavse in the
Bill. Certainly it is around this clanse that con-
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troversy has ranged, and certain members of
the community have expressed themselves very
freely., The select committee in no way hastily
arrived at a decision in regard to this clause.
It was after the examination of representa-
tives of all the leading bodies of thought in
the State. comprising representatives of the
Council of Churches, the Vigilance Committee,
the British Medical Association, the chemists
and pharmaeists, the Children’s Court, and all
who had taken an interest in this important
question. The committee realised the import-
ance of the work in which these people were
engaged, so much so that it was after full and
mature consideration of the evidence that the
commiftee came to the conelusion in the form
of the amendment on the Notice Paper. The
committce realised that although there was op-
position in certain direetions, which was voiced
in no uncertain way, their responsibility was
grave and far-reaching. There was a duty to
perform net ounly to the present generation,
buat to generations yet unborn. OQue of the
greafest evils of the present day is the
scourge of venereal disease. Tt was placed be-
fore the committee by some of the representa-
tives that the amendment was nothing more
than the old C.1. Act couched in a new dress.
The committee pointed ont the difference be-
tween the CID. Act and the present Bill, The
C.D, Aect was adminitsered by the police auth-
orities. Tt brought into operation the guarantee
of professional prostitutes and to all intents
and purposgcs freed from contagion those who
cohabited with them, The main thing under the
C.D. Aet was that it was administered by the
Police Department, whereas the Aet in ques-
tion and the proposed amendments were not
connected with the Police Department at all
They are to be administered solely by the
Health Department. 1t was also pointed out to
the committee that to vest such enormous
powers in one man was a very serious thing.
Not that any of those who appeared before
the committee had any doubt as to the in-
tegrity or standing of the Commissioner of
Health, but the Commissioner conld delegate
his powers, which they thonght was a serious
matter. Still, the proposed amendments were
not like the laws of the Medes and Persians;
they could he altered. They were subject to al-
teration, deletion, or amendment as the times
justified. The committee, after due comsidera-
tion, and bearing in mind the evidenece snb-
mitted, decided on the amendment which is
now before the Committee. It was realised that
an advisory board as suggested wounld obviate
to a great extent, probably altogether, any
danger such as was suggested by those oppos-
ing the amendment. Reference was made to
certain cases—very few indeed—which had
come under notice. One case in particular, in
which a young woman on one oceasion was
brought up for compnlsory examination, and
who upon investigation was found to be abso-
lutely clean and above suspicion. But this case
oceurred in England a considerable fime ago,
and was brought forward under the C.D. Aet,
which wag very different from the Bill which
we are now consilering, and the Act which it
is propesed to amend. The Health Act of
1915 has been found to be praetically inopera-
tive so far as sheeting home or bringing to
justice members of the community who were

infected with this scourge. A case was cited
wherein a certain woman was known to be suf-
fering from venereal (isease and was reported
by men whoe had been infeeted by this woman.
XNo Jess than six instances were ecited bhefore
the committee, principally soldiers, but when
the woman was approached in regard to the
matter she defied the authoritics to take any
action.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Why did they not get a
gigned certifieate?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Not one of the men
who gave information was prepared to give a
signed statement. The Act provides that in-
formation mmst be given to the Commissioner
of Health, and he is the only person who can
take action, and that only when he has a signedl
statement to act upon. The Commissioner was
ahsolutely certain that the woman was auffer-
ing from discase, but he was powerless. Tt has
been stated that the woman was of weak mind,
but there was not a jot or tittle of evilence
before the committee to lead them to that con-
clusion, Unfortunately that was not the only
case which came under notice. Another case
was reported wherein a woman supposed to be
highly reapeetable was suffering from disease
aml had infected others. A case was brought
under the notice of the committee of a young
girl, not yet 14 years of age, who was
in a very advanced state of syphilis,
In that case, of course, the girl, being of
tender years, was bronght before the Child-
ren’s Court, though mot wuntil after moral
suasion had Dbeen brought to bear upon her
by one or two who are performing a mag-
nifiecent work in the eity of Perth to-day-—I
refer to the women police. The existing Act
provides not so much for the professional pros-
titute. Tt is not the professional prostirute
who causes so mueh worry and anxiety. If
ghe sees any signs of diseage she is ready and
willing to report herself for treatment. The
greatest scourge here to-day is that which is
being spread—1 grieve to say it—by the
amateurs, by young girls engaged in business,
young girls withont homes and living in rooms.
They infest the Esplanade, the parks, and
the public streets. I consider it is absolutely
necessary that the powers which we agk for
should be granted so as to enable the measure
to become a workable Aet. What the select
committee propose in thig connection by way
of amendment, is, T learned this afternoon,
already in force in Vietoria. That State prae-
tically based its Venereal Disease Aet on the
Health Bill of Western Australia. I feel it
my duty to use all my power of moral suasion
to induce hon. memhers to accept the amend-
ments proposed. T move an amendment—

That the following be added to the
clanse: —¢¢ {jii.) By the deletion of the pro-
viso in Sobsection (1), and by inserting at
the end the following new sections, to stand
as 2423j) and 2423jj:—242j3. (1) In the
case of females the Commissioner shall, be-
fora taking any action under Section 242},
submit to an advisory committee, congti-
tutal as hereinafter mentioned, the evidence
on which he proposes t o take suech action,
anil the said committee shall decide on the
action, if any, to be taken by him, (2) The
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aldvisory committee shall be appointed by
the Governor, ant shall consist of four
members, The Commissioner shall be chair-
man of the committee, but shall not be en-
titledl to vote on any matter submitted to
the commitice. The remaining three shall
consist of two females (one of whom shall
he a duly qualified medical practitioner)
and one male, The committee shall meet
from time to time when sumwmoned by the
Commissioner. awl may wake rules aml
regulations for the proper conduct of its
business, All proceedings of the advisory
cominittee shall he held in camera. 242jjj.
It shall he lawful for a court established
muler the State Children Act, 1907, at any
time either bhefore or after committal of any
childl, to order an examination te he made
of sueh chilidl by a duly qualified medical
practioner, cither male or female, if there
18 reason to suspect that such child is suf-
fering from venereal disease. Iu the event
of the medieal practitioner reporting that
any child is so suffering, the court shal
forthwith uotify the Commissioner in writ-
ing, who may thereupon ileal with such
child as provided in subsections two to eight,
inclusive, of Section 242j.°7

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have no
ohjection to the amendinent. The Commissioner
of Public Health has in certain quarters heen
quite wrongly represented as an individual
grasping out for power to do all sorts of things
of his own initiative. The Commisgioner
would, in fact, be only too glad to be relieved
of some of the responsibility which necessarily
attaches to action of this kind, One objection
which has been raised to the proposal of the
select committee is that it might have the
effect of bringing the names of persons before
more people than is absolutely necessary. 1T
think there may possibly be something in that
objection; and, so far as I can see, that board
would have to depend on the evidence of the
Commissioner, The board should be quite com-
petent to decife npon that evidence if sub-
mitted without any names at all. Therefore,
I move an amendment on the amendment—

‘“That after ‘action’ at the end of the
fifth line of the proposed Section 242 j.j.,
there be inserted: ‘but without revealing
the name of the person against whom action
is contemplated,” !

Hon, A. SANDERSOXN: I have heard you,
Mr. Chairman, on at least two ocecasions re-
commend to members of the Committee that
amendments should be placed on the Notice
Paper, a8 & great assistance not only to your-
self, Sir, but principalty, 1 take it, to mem-
bers of the Committee. This amendment is
not on the Notice Paper, and no one ig more
anxions than T am to diseuss atrictly the pre-
cise amendment which is hefore the Commit-
tee. You, Sir, at any rate, will appreciate
how (ifficult sometimes, and how impossible
occasionally, it is to grasp the full meaning
of an amendment in its bearings on other
clauses econnected with the particular clause
under discussion, unless there has been ample
opportunity to comsider the amendment. It
might be contended that the particular amend-
ment which we are now discussing—and no
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other—is quite easy to discuss. My own state-
ment of the position is that om a matter of
this most grave importance I refuse to discuss
an amendment which does not appear on the
Notice Paper. I have no desire whatever to
offer any factious opposition, or to indulge
in any illegitimate means to thwart the proper
conduet of busiress in this Chamber; but,
bearing in mind the warning which you your-
self, Mr, Chairman, have given, to my certain
knowledge, twice—and I believe on much less
impertant matters—I protest against the dis-
cussion of the Colonial Secretary’s amendment
until it has been put on the Notice Paper and
we have had full time to consider it.

Hon, J. EWING: For reasons other than
those given by Mr. Sanderson, I desire to say
that 1 am not prepared to discuss these
amendments. T have not had the time, and
I do not think any other member has had the
time, to read the evidencc given hefore the
sclect committee. T started to read it last
night after getting home, but I have not got
through half of it yet. T think members
should have the opportunity of reading the
evidence before deeiding on this important
Bill, Therefore, after other hom. members
who may desire to speak to-night have
spoken, T shall move that progress be re-
ported.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If the only
objection of homn, members is that the words
of my amendment on the amendment have
not heen placed on the Notice Paper, I shail
be happy to withdraw it and place it on the
Notice Paper with a view fo recommittal of
the Rill, If that course will enable hon.
members to proceed with the consideration of
amendments which are on the Notice Paper, T
ask leave to withdraw my amendment on the
amendment.

Amendment on amendment by leave with-
drawn.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The seleect committee
have recommended the amendments which
are now before the Chair. T understand that
the proviso which it is new proposed to de-
lete from the Bill provides for a signed state-
ment. Let me say that I appreciate to the
full the position of the Government, of the
Public ealth Commissioner, and also of the
select committee. Tn regard to the Public
Health Commissioner I had fairly close asso-
ciation with him during my term of office,
and T cannot associate myself with any at-
tack that has been made, or is likely to be
made, upon him; because I beieve him to be
a thoroughly capabde officer and, in addition,
to be honest, sincere and conscientious in his
desires and objects. But I think we are
going too far with this legislation. In read-
ing up the debates of 1915 I was struck with
the remarks made by various members and
with the extent to which they have since
changed their minds in the short space of 18
months, I canunot blame them for this, be-
cause T realise that some of the evidence
given hefore the select committee is sufficient
justification for a change of mind. But I do
think it is proposed that we should go toa



far, and that we will he leaving open an
avenue for malicious people to make state-
ments before the Commissioner of Public
Health. It is claimed that in the interests
of a girl against whom a statement may be
made, we are to appoint a court of appeal.
Personally, T believe that any girl would
rather face the Comimissioner himself than
appear before a court of appeal.

Hon, J. Duffell: Then there would be no
necessity for her to appear before the court

of appeal.

Hon. J. E. DODD: The court of appeal
would be a farce. Not only girls, but youths
and young men will be arraigned, and many
of them will be made the butts of spiteful
and malicions statements. Seeing that the
Aet has been in force only 18 menths, and
that not one-third of the public know of s
existenee, surédly we could afford to allow it
to continue for a litile longer, We have had
some good work done under the Aet. If the
Commissioner would issue a leaflet to every
individual upon the Assembly roll, pointing
out the dangers of venereal disease, and
where and how the victims can obtain treat-
ment, it would he very much better than the
step proposed to be talen. Only a fortnight
ago reference was made in  the ‘‘Daily
Newag'' to the activities of an anonymous
letter writer at Bunbury, whose delight, it
appears, was to seleet soldiers’ wives and
others for malicious attack. This iz only a
sample of what we may expect if these pro-
posals are allowed to go through, In regard
to the girl mentioned by Alr. Duffell, I admit
it is a very diffienlt ease, but surely in a case
such as that the inspector has a right to give
the necessary signed statement, I prefer
anything to opening an avenue to the anony-
mous letter writer. Mrs. Dugdale, in answer
to the chairman of the select committee, said
that some people were very maliciona and
that she thought that if we got the girls to
give a signed statement of their own aceord,
it would be very much better. In answer to
another question, Mrs. Dugdale said that
there was not a great deal of diffienlty in get-
ting girls to give signed statements. To be
quite fair, I must admit that Mrs, Dugdale
also said that she thought the Commissioner
should have the proposed power. We are
going too far in the direction of regulating
everybody. The Labour Government went
gnite far enough in this direction.

The Colonial Secretary: Your Bill
much more stringent than this one.

Hon. J. E. DODD: In a recent Bill we pro-
vided for the taking of children from their
homes, and now we are asked to give power
to detain prisoners until they are cured.
Syphilis has been known to take five years in
its cure. Are we going to detain prisoners
five years beyond the terms of their sentences?
We attempt to regulate almost every act of
avery individval from birth till death. Even
sefore we are born, so to speak, we are com-
selled to have a doctor and a midwife. Then
¥e are compelled to take a name, although it

was

be a name that we afterwards regard with
aversipn throughout life. After that we are
compelled to Dbe registered, compelled to be
vaccinated, compelled to go to school, and just
when we are beginning to Jearn how to enjoy
ourselves we are compelled to give up owr
Saturday afternoons to drill, Later in life,
at 21 years of age, we are compelled to put
our names on the electoral roll, and when we
vote we are largely compelled to give our votes
to a man in whom we do not believe. Last of
all when we die, we are compelled to be buried
on a week-day and not on Sunday. Presently
we shall leave off being human beings and be-
come mere machines. As I have said, T ap-
preciate the difficulties of the Government and
the Commissioner of Public Health, and the
select committee, but I hope this Committee
will pay some attention to the danger of mal-
ieious individuals coming along with their
anonymous letters and attacking someone
against whom they may have some vendetta.
Personally, I prefer the Government's pro-
posal to that of the select committee,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr. Dodd
at the outset said he did not propose to utter
4 word against the Commissioner of Public
Health. To my mind it is an insolt to the
Commissioner to suggest that he would take
action on the strength of an anonymous letter.
As the Bill stands, the Commissioner is-sup-
posed to satisfy himself beyond any reason-
able doubt. To say that a man upon whom
s0 serious an gbligation is cast would act on
the strength of an anonymous letter is to say
that he is totally unfit for the responsibility
with which he is entrusted. The Commissioner
will have to sabisfy himself beyond any
reasonable doubt that some person is not only
suffering from this disease buf is a menace
to the community, in that he is spread-
ing the disease.  HMaving satisfied him-
selt to this extent the Commissioner will be
called upon fo submit the facts—I suggest
without the name—to a committee consisting
of oue lady doctor, one other lady and another
man, appointed by the Governor-in-Council.  To
these he must submit the facts on which he has
satisied himself that some person is not only
suffering from the disease but is spreading
it, and he will have to satisfy the committee
that his evidence on that point is sound. Mr.
Dodd declared that anyone against whom such
action might be contemplated would rather
face the Commissioner than the committea.
But it is not contemplated that the girl will
have to face either the Commissioner or the
comimittee, The Commisgioner will @atisfy
himself that the suspected person is iufectiﬂg
others and refuses to he treated. He will then
submit to the committee the evidence on which
he has satisfied himself of those facts; and
if the committee be also satisfied, the Com-
missioner will then write confidentially to the
person concerned, calling upon that person to
consult his or her doctor.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Suppose he does not.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tf they re-
fuse to consult & doector then action is taken
as lail down in the Bill to compel them to
do so0.



[6 Marcs, 1918.]

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: So they should
Le compelled.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tltimately
there is compulsion if the party concerned re-
fuses to submit. Jr. Dodd has said that this
Bill, which has been in operation for 1%
months, has done good work. That is so. Even
in its amended form and without the protec-
tion put in by the Committee it is not nearly
s0 drastic as the Bill introduced by the Gov-
ernment of which Mr, Dodd was a member.
Although the Bill has done good work itg im-
perfections have been revealed and partienlarly
in this one case, the difficulty of obtaining
signed statements and the impossibility of
compelling people to submit themselves for
treatment. These people are the most dan-
gerous and deing the most harm. When the
Bill was before the House in 1915 T supported
the attitude taken up by Dr, Saw. Although
Dr. Baw's opinions have been freely quoted
during the last week or two, I remember that
he was one of those who recognised the great
necessity for legislation along these lines, F
am not at all sure if he were here to-night,
aml had the evidence which was placed hefore
the Committee in his hands, and knew how this
Aet had operated during the last 18 months,
that he would not see the rewson for medifying
his views as T have done.

Hon, A, SANDERSOXN: T was under the
inspression that the majority of the members
of the Council were in favour of the recom-
mendations of the Committee, and was going
to make a dignified and brief protest against
the procedure and resume my seat. The dis-
cussion, however, has revealed a different state
of affairs. At the same time T do wish that
progress could be reported. T have read some
of the report of the select committee and
wish to examine it further. Tt supports my
views on the question in general. 1Aay I
be permitted here to pay a tribute to the
work of the sclect committee for having col-
lected sp much valuable evidenee. It s
quite possible that in other circumstances
[ might have supported the committee with-
out any further consideration of this Bill,
Unfortunately at present I am not prepared
to do that. Tf it had been the opinion of the
Committee sitting here to-night that the
recommendations of the select committee
were to ge through, [ would have contented
myself with a very brief protest against the
whole thing, lock, stock, and barrel. What
has happened to Mr. Dodid after 30 years
spent, in the ranks of the Labour party? He
is throwing off the yoke. T congratulate him
warmly.  Nothing woull give me greater
pleasure than to sit sile by side with him
and continue to make these protests. T support
everything he says. With regard to the re-
marks of the Commissioner, on page 4 it will
be found that he says:—

Why don’t we demand a ecertificate of
freedom from venereal disease from men or
women who marry?

That is the genesis of this Bill. The report
goes on io refer to the washing of fruit
hefore eating it, and other maiters of that
kiud. This is the position of affairs that
everrthing we have sound and wise should
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be on the Statute book, and made compul-
the Colonial See-

sory. [ sympathise with
retary. This is not a matter of public
finance or of party pelitics. There is no

doubt that as head of the depariment he
must feel and realise that he occupies a very

responsible  position, just as the Commis-
sioner for Public Health also realises it.
There is no question that these gentlemen

are anxiovus to do the wisest thing with re-
gard to every particular case which comes
up. 1 have to deal with the circumstances
which have arisen and if anyone moves to
report progress in order that we may un-
derstand the measure more fully, I will sup-
port him. T have triell to comfort those
people who have interviewed me on this
subject, as well as to comfort myself, by
saying- that it does not matter what is on
the Statute book of this country, becanse
no one takes the slightest notice of it. To
justify that statement I would turn to the
report of the Commissioner for Public
Health wherein he says, ‘‘during the year
under review the nedical inspection of school
children lias been a dead letter,'’

The CHAIRMAN: T ask the hon. member
to confing himself to the discussion of the
clause.

Hou. A. SANDERSON: This Bill will be
a dead letter. T deeply regret that my col-
league Dr. Saw is not here. Reference has
been made to his attitude on the Bill and
I would ask hon. members to read what he
said when that Bill was introduced. 1 wish
to wash my hands of the whole business.
T refuse to take any further responsibility
under the conditions which now exist. We
should report pregress in order that we may
familiarise ourselves with the valvable evi-
dence which the committee have collected.

Hon., J. DUFFELL: With regard to the
remarks just made by Mr. Dodd, T would point
out that in all cases where infeeted persons
are willing to report themsclves, either to their
own family doctor or to the Commissioner
for Public Health himself, there wili be no
necessity whatever to bring the name or the
subject in any shape or form before the Ad-
visory Committee.

Hon. 1. E. Dodd:
who is not infected?

Hon. .J. DUFFELL: There i3 no doubt in
my mind but that the Commissioner for

Suppose it is someone

Public  Health  would  thoroughly  satisfy
himself that the person accused was one
suftering from the disease, before bring-

ing him or her under the notice of the Ad-
visory Committee. Only one case came be-
fore the select committee in connection with
which it was found after examination that
the person roncerned was absolutely free
and without infection. That was a case
which oceurred under the ol Contagions
Digeases Aet of England and Wales, We
can he confident that there wiil not be the
slightest ground to lead us to believe that
any person would, ag a result of malice, be
hrought before the Commissioner under the
compulsory clauses. It is necessary that all
persons suffering from venereal disease
should be segregated from the rest of the
pepulation. T am quite satisfied from the
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evidence which has been placed before the
select committece that these unfortunates who
would be infected will be only too willing to
avail themselves of these provisions.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: T rise with
reluctance to address myself to sueh an un-
savoury and indelicate subjeet, and regret that
neeessity exists for speaking upon it. 1 desire
to rend a portion of the evidence given by the
+ Commissioner for Public Health in which he
states—

For the year ended 30th June, 1817, we
have received 2,147 notifications of venereal
discase, and the new eases, so far as we can
judge, nombered 1,536.

I do not think any apology is needed to address
oneself to such a state of affairs as exists. I
would like at this stage to add my thanks to
the select committee for the very comiprchen-
sive and first class report which they presented
to us, a report expressed as it is in such well
chogen English. We have hefore us a thorough
exposition of the position from all points of
view. In the figures 1 have given. it must be
patent that something is necessary to cure such
a state of affairs. The figures which T have
quoted are those of voluntarily reported cases.
There are lots of others we hear nothing of.
We know this disense, like smallpox, is con-
tagious, and therefore under the circumstances
the obvious necessity is to remove the sonrce
of contagion. When we hear protesis made
such as came from Mr. Dodd, we must remem-
ber that the only people that the compulsory
clauses are expected to deal with are those who
will not do anything for themselves. The only
obhject of the amendment is to give the Com-
missioner power to deal with those people.
Fear is expressed as to the terrible results
which will follow in dealing with innocent
people, yet we have it in evidence that no
fewer than six men who were infeeted by onc
person would not give the slightest cvidence
against that person. Tf a case like that exists,
what elass of man wonld he be who would
make an accusation against an innocent girl?
If anonymous letters reach the Commissioner,
what sort of man will he be if he does not sift
the matter fo the very battom? DLet us place
ourselves in the position of the Commissioner,
and let us imagine a person whispering that
someone is infeeted. We would say ‘‘Is there
any foundation for it, and what is the
motive?’’ Surely we ean trust an officer like
the Commissioner, and if we cannot we can em-
ploy somecne whom we can trust. And then if
the law is being carried out mischieviously it
can be altered. The question seems to be one of
acting on the advice of practical experts, or on
the adviee of those who bring forward theo-
ries. There are eertain members of the public
who write to the Press, and there is a band of
women who are taking an interest in this sub-
ject, and all credit to them for doing so. But,
I venture to say, anything they ean advance
must be only theoretical. In my opinion the
only people who ean deal with this matter are
those who are the sufferers or who have been
sufferers, those who have heen attending the
sufferers, and medical men and nurses, All the
theories advanced by well-intentioned people
are not equal to the results of the expert who
has gained experience. Theories are taken from
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liooks and reports, and the practical expert can
get these just as easily as those whe advocate
them, Morcover, in the present ¢ase the Com-
missioner has had twelve months’ experience of
the Aet, and all he asks now is that the de-
ficiencies shall be made up. We find that the
people who are taking a lead in this matter
know actually nothing about it, and in support
of that I would like to quote some of the
evidence which was given by Archbishop Riley.
These are the questions and answers from the
evidence—

Would you allow a woman or a man to
confinne to be s menace and danger to the
community hecanse no one would sign a
statement concerning them?—I think I
would if that is the only way they can be
got at.

Would you sooner allew them to
large?—Yes, rather than run the risk.

Just imagine that! Everyone knows the effect
of a man or woman suffering from this disease
being atlowed to be at large, and yet here is
a gentleman supposed to lead public opinion
practically saying that these people should
have every opportunity of spreading the dis-
ense,

Then you are not inelined to pay much
attention to these cases which bave been
quoted?—I would rather have a few cases
like this than interfere with the liberty of
the people.

We have also been teold that the greatest
source of danger is not the prostitute hut
the amateor girl who has contracted the
disease and who is afraid te say anything
at all about it to her parents. A number
of these cases have been hrought to the
notice of the Commissioner! What would
you suggest in eases of that kind?  What
means would you adopt of having those girls
treated?--There you have me. 1T have not
thought it out. I {do not know what you
would do in such cases.

Here is a wman attempting to lead public
opinion against an expert who has studied the
question from A to Z, and seen it in all its
phases, read all the literature in connection
with it, and having gained all that experience
Archbishop Riley comes along and instead of
helping him, tries to put obstacles in the way.
The evidence goes on —

But it has been explained to those girls?
—Then they are afraid their people will
know.

They argue the point with the Commis-
sioner?~—Then they are abnormal. I do not
know what I would do with them.

Do you mean to say that the health of
the community is to be sacrificed because of
the faise delicacy of these girls?—I am not
thinking of the girla who have gone wroung,
but of the girls who have not gone wrong.
T am hopeless, I am afraid.

T am trying to get at some way to deal
with these very cases?—I have not thought
ont these cases. I admit it is a serious
problem.

What is the use of evidence like that? Tt
shows that Archbishop Riley has never thought
the matter out. He admits he knows nothing
about it, and yet he makes speeches and throws

g0 at
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obstacles in the way of those who are trying
their best to get rid of this scourge. If the
alterations proposed are not satisfactory it
will not be long before Parliament meets
again, and further amendments can be intro-
duced. But the great point is to deal with
this matter efficaciously. It is no use sur-
rounding it with sentiment. If it were any
other disease such as smallpox, there would
be no trouble.
Progress reported.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT,

Message received notifying that the Assem-
bly had disagreed with the amendment made
by the Council.

BILL—CURATOR OF
ESTATES.
1n Committee. X

Resunied from the 27th February; Hon, W,
Kingemill in the Chair, the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 20, 21—agreed to.

Clanse 22—Curator to keep accounts:

Hon. A. BANDERSON: This is a legal Bill
which T have not read. It seems a matter of
some importance, but I will accept unre-
servedly the assurance of the Miniater that it
is all right, and that there are no contentious
¢tlavses in it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I explained
the provisions of the Bill three weeks ago, It
has been on the Notice Paper ever since. It
was disenssed in Committee up to a eertain
stage and a point was raised in connection
with one elause, and the debate adjourned to
enable a member to look into it. The Bill is
.now under discussion in Committee for the
seeond time.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 23 to 30—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

INTESTATE

Bill reported without amendment.
Recommittal.
On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, Bill recommitted for the further comn-
gideration of Clause 3.

Clause 3—Interpretation:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—
““That in line 1 of the interpretation of
‘Distribute® after ‘pay’ the word ‘deliver’
be inserted.’’
This amendment is made at the suggestion of
the Crown Solicitor, who points out that when
there is only one person, the estate cannot be
divided. It is therefore necessary that the
word ‘‘deliver’’ should be inserted.

Amendment put and passed, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 8.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For “(;)llestmns on Notice'’ and ‘‘Papers
l’resented sce ‘‘Votes and Proccedings.’’)

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1, Land Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Premier.

2, Dividend Duties Act Amendment.

3, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Amend-
ment.

4, Stamp Aet Amendment.

5, Totalisator Duty Act Amendment.

G, Treasury Bonds Deficiency Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.
Amendnmient made by the Council now con-
sidered.
In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Bill.

New Clause—Add the following elause, to
stand as No. 6:—

Disorderly behaviour at wmeeting. (See Com.,

No. 17 of 1911, Section 182e.)}

6. A section is inserted in the principal Act
as follows:—

188h. (1.) Any person who, at any public
meeting to which this section applies, aets in
a disorderly manner for the purpose of pre-
venting the transaction of the business for
which the meeting is held shall be guilty of an
offence against this Aet. Penalty—Five pounds
or one month’s imprisonment. (2.} This see-
tion applies to any lawful public political
meeting held in relation to any election of
members of Parliament between the date of
the issue of the writ for the eclection and the
date of the return of the writ.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At present
we have no provision precisely on the lines of
the proposed new clause, which has been taken
from the Commonwealth Act. Under onr exist-
ing law, if any disorderly conduet takes place
at a public meeting redress can only be had
under the Police Act. The proposed new clause
would bring our law into line with the Com-
monwealth law. T do not know that there is any
particular need for it, because within my re-
collection there have heen ome or two prosecu-
tions for disorderly conduet at public political
meetings. In one case arising at Guildford the
magistrate sent the offender to gaol for seven
days. Our Police Act deals with disorderly con-
duet in a public place, whereas the proposed
new clause narrows down the offence to dis-
orderly bebaviour at a lawful public political
meeting. I do not know that I would snggest
the clause if I had to redraft the Bill again,



