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Rosy pictures are painted of what to expect
when one settles on the land and what can be
made from it. Although we struck very bad
times we can go off the land, and probably
will realise more than it has cost us. This
shows that settlers of the proper type should
receive every encouragement, and above all
things, should be treated fairly, and that we
should not give to Toni or Harry that which
wre dleny to Jiack or Bill.

Mr. THOMNSONK (Katanniug) [10.501: I
ivrnt to touich briefly on the question of re-
patriation. I agree with the member for Mur-
ehisfon that people can do well on the land and
that they have dlone well on the land. After
all, it depends to a great extent on the indi-
vidual. With regard to repatriation, I agree
with the remarks of the Minister when he
stated that in Air. Carmn we had an officer who
understood his business. While Mr. Oamm may
know h1is business, there is unfortunately a
general feeling that the Government, in com-
mon with the Governments of other States,
have dlone practically nothing in the Way Of
genuine repatriation.

Mr. Jones: Except Queensland.
MNr. THIONSON: I am not concerned with

what Queensland may have done. Our vast
areas available for settlement should be ready
to receive, not only our own men when they
cone back, hut the thousands of other men
who wvill be looking to Australia for a home.
I urge the Government to approach the Fed-
era) Governmenot for sufficient money as a set-
off against such land as we may be prepared
to place free at the disposal of our returned
soldiers or sailors, it will be of inestimable
value to the State to have thousands of maen
comne and wake their homes herm It is the
State that is Prepared to receive men which
will get the population after the war. We
should not wait until the war is over before
we prepare for those men. Downi at Nornalup
inlet, I am credibly informed, we have suffi-
cient land to place thousands of men. I would
like the State Government to urge the Com-
monwealth Government to provide money for
the construction of necessary roads and rail-
ways, conditionally on our giving the returned
soldiers and sailors land for nothing.

Progress reported.

House adjournedI at 10.55 pm.

Ilegtiative eounci,
'Wednesday, 61h March, 2918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.in, and read prayers.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and "Pap.-
ers Presented'' see ''Minutes of Proceed-
ings."V

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
The PRESIDENT [4.34-1 IL have received

the following communication from the Aud-
itor Genera! dated 5th Mfarch, 2917:-

Sir,-I.n pursuance of Section 53 of the
Audit Act, 1904, I: have the honour of
transmitting for presentation to the Leg-
islative Council a copy of the Hon. the
Colonial Treasurer's statement of the
Public Accounts of the State of Western
Australia for the financial year ended
30th June, 1917, together with my report
thereon. (Sgd.) 0. S. Toppin, Auditor
General.

I place the report on the Table.

MOTION-FRUIT CANNING INDUSTRY,
LOAN.

Hon. A. $ANDERSON (M11etropolitaa-Snb-
urban) [4.40]: I move-

''That the Auditor General be re-
quested to report-i, On the circumstances
attendinig the loan of £E5,500 by the Gov-
emnnt to the Fruit Canning Industry,
and 2, The present position aed prospects
of the venture."

Before asking memnbers to accept this mo-
tion t think it would be advisable to be
very clear in my reasons. Iu order to put
the position fairly and clearly before mem-
bers I would like to say that there is no
hostility to the fruit growing industry as
far as I am concerued. So far from there
being any hostility I may say that I have
been, and ana, interested in the fruit growing
industry, and nothing would give me greater
pleasure, satisfactiou, or profit than to see
the fruit industry in this country estab-
lished on a sound financial basis. Secondly,
there is going to be no attack made upon
the company in connection with this matter.
It must be within the knowledge of mem-
bers that occasionally, at any rate iu some
Parliaments, advantage is taken of the priv-
ileges which we have to make unfair at-
tacks on people who are not able to reply.
In this particular case, so far from wishing
to make any attack on the two or three
gentlemen whose names appear in the tran-
saction, and in the circulars, I would like
to take the opportunity of saying that in
any opinion MAr. Price of the Illawarra or-
chard, who is associated with the Fruit-
growers Limnited, is head and shoulders
above anY other man in this country in the
fruitgrowing business, particularly in re-
gird to apples. I give that as my private
opinion, but I believe it to be generallyr
recognised that hie stands quite in the front
rank of fruit growers. That I believe wilt
he accepted by everybody who knows any-
thing at all about the subject. similarly
with Mr, Loaring, for both these gentlemen
live in the district where I live, one at
Karragullen and the other at Bickley. If
some of the lion, members of this Chamber
had ain opportunity of visiting these or-
c1hards, I believe they would agree that the
Illawatrra orchard is one of the best apple
orchards in Western Australia, and, as far
as Mr. Learing is concerned, that his orange
grove at Bickley is one of the best citrus
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groves in Western Australia. That ought to
clear the ground to some extent, but I want
to clear it a little further, and to say that
I have not, at any rate yet, made any ap-
plication to the Government far a plant sub-
sidy and been refused. Let it not be said,
therefore, that I, or anyone for whom 1
ani privileged to speak, wishes to attack
this company because it has been successful
in getting Muncy from the Government
where other people have been unsuccessful.
The whole of the criticism that I wish to
Make this afternoolL is directed at the Gov-
ernment and particularly at two or three
Ministers who are directly responsible for
what has taken place. I1 am asking for this
report, not because I am acquainted with
all the circumstances of thre ease, but be-
cause .I think we are entitled to have an
independent report on the present condition
(if affairs, and the reason that I have sel-
ected this rather than a somewhat larger
affair, is that it is a question of so small
a scale that practically the juan in the
.street, and even the woman in the street,
would be able to understand and appreciute
thre position. It will be generally allowed
that somnutimnes we are confused by the huge
figures and complicated statements, such as
we see in balance sheets of commercial tran-
sactions, legitimate or illegitimate, andl my
criticism or any attempt to follow the op-
erations of an institution or company is
mostly quite outside the capacity of thle or-
dinary member of Parliament, to say noth-
Ing of the ordinary elector. Therefore, it
will be a great advantage to have this inm-
inture shown wherein we shall be able to
see what has been done and what unsound
lines of policy the Government have
adopted, and also how unsound, is their ad-
ministration. I would point out that I am
only making nut a prima. facie case. The
file which I have asked shall be laid on the
Table of the House discloses the position
which justifies us in asking for more infor-
mation. I am not going to be very concl-
sive in my remarks. I ans going to be more
chronological than conclusive, and hon. mnem-
bers will be able to follow rue chronologi-
cally as they would if they took the trouble
to look at the file for themselves. There is
one other advantage in dealing with this
matter and it is that it is Tnt too late to re-
trieve the position. It will be seen, in the
course of the statement I will make,that the fruit growing industry in thi's
country, speaking now from the jam
making andl preserving point of view, is ad-
mitted t6bhave one great rival, or as' one of
the members classed it, one great enemy,
namely, thle Jo1nes Company. I will say notI
against the Jones Company because I know
very little about them, but it is generally ad-
mitted that they arc a company, who stand on
the top of the tree so far as success is con-
cerued, and no one, so far as I know, has ever
been able to wake any suggestion but that
those colneted with it are honourable men.
On looking at their balance sheet to the end of
December, 1917, I find they have a capital of
over £600,000. That is the company which it
will be seen from the file is considered to be a

rival, or the enemy of any company starting
in Western Australia. If hon. members turn
to the policy speech Of thle Premier of Queens-
laud], they it ll find that the Government of
that State approached this question in a sen-
sible n-ny fronm their psoint of view. The Pre-
oier (Mr. Ryan) in his policy speech delivered
at Townsville said that, with aL view of secor-
lug to the growers a fair return for their
labours, and a ready market for their products,
a fruit canning factory was to be established
at a cost of £-40,000. We come to Western Aus-
tralia and[ what (d0 we find? We find that the
benefits of private enterprise are to be linked
iup with the benefits of State socialism, and the
policy of the Government as announced is a
pound for pound subsidy to any company
who will put up the Monley.

lioi. C. P. Baxter (Honorary Mfinister): A
pound for pound only.

1{on, A. SANDEhRSON: One wishes to be
particulalrly civil to a young Minister of the
Croni, and( therefore f n-ill not say anything
with regard to the interjlection. I will even
acceept his correction, hut I think that when
the hon. gentleman has a little more experience
he will know that in this connection loans and
subsidies andI gifts are alt alike and that things
110w are mixed tip in such a tangle that even a
chartered accountant cannot put rhean right.
On going through this file we find that the
flonorary MNinister (Mr. Baxter) is one of the
Ministers whose signature appears on it. "'I
concur* is what he writes. This file in itself
should be sufficient to send that MNinister out
of tile Cabinet and out of Parliament to-mor-
row. If what appears on the file had been al-
lowed to occur in connection with a private in-
stitution, that institution would have found
itself in the bankruptcy court, and if the hon.
Illember had Ibee]I carrying on business for any-
body else and had done. anything like that he
would have been dismissed without a moment's
hesitatiun.

Hion. E. Al. Clarke: That is a bit rough.
Hon. A. SANDENRSON: ft is a. bit rough on

us if we have to find the money to educate
these junior Ministers. Of course they ought to
have been guided by their colleagues. But let
us go on with this file chronologically. It
starts on the 16th August. 1916, and therefore
It iS compaflratively easy to bear in mind what
has taken place. If the ev-ents I am going to re-
fer to nere over a long period of years, and
were inivolved, it mnight be tedious to follow
them. There is a muinute by the late Fruit Com-
missioner. Tiere again I want to protect my-
self, so far as the civil service is concerned.
booking at this file, and knowing nothing
w-hatever about the civil service except what
we find in the file, we would say, while possibly
one or two of the civil servants were somewhat
enthusiastic, we would also say that the only
sound guidance given right through the piece
was given by the civil servants who contrib-
uited to the file, particularly the officers of the
Treasury Department. The minute starts in
August and say--

About £5,000 will be required to establish
the company. I suggest that the Government
find £2,500 and the growers and the mer-
chants £2,500.
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I ask hon. muemibers to bear in mind that the
mnerchanits are asked to contribute. That was
and is the policy of the Government, namely, a
subsidy of pound for pound, Then wre have a
deputation waiting on Mr. Lefroy who was
then Minister for Lands and one iriember of
the deputation said-

We represent 8O per cent. of the growers
and we ask for £500.

That gives re an opportunity of referring to
a mnatter which .I consider to be of some little
importance, though other people mnay not. ft
is with regard to the accuracy that should
appear in files of accounts. I asked a ques-
tion of the leader of the House the other dlay
with regard to certain repayments by this
company. I. had not- an apportonity then
of going into the matter, and anyone uin-
acquainted with the circumstances would say
to me, "'You seeni to hare made a foolish
blunder." Ont page 184 of the file there will
be found a minute which justified me in ask-
ing the question I put. to the Colonial Secre-
tary, because it states there that the first of
thle repayments was to be made on the 31st
December, 1911. Now I am told, and] I can
quite credit it, that that ought to have been
the 31st December, 1919. Similarly, with a
statement about the £500, that probably should
have been £5,000. 1 would be the last person.
to take hyprocritical notice of any of these
things, bnt at the same time, dealing with
figures and trust funds, one cannot be too
careful about seeing that the most scrupulous
accuracy is observed. At the deputation which
waited on Mr. Lefroy in September, one of
the mnembers said all that was required was
assistance from the Government. The Minis-
tet queried, ''Have YOU done anything in the
matter yourselves?" and the answer wvas, ''We
have made inquiries of the fruit rowers and
they are going to support us; they are un-
animous in their desire to have a factory
established.'' Speaking for a moment as a
fruitgrower, I can quite understand thle depu-
tation being somewhat carried away and using
language which possibly was not strictly
accurate. ]But does that justify the Miaister
in accepting a statement of that kind and
acting on it, because unquestionably we find,
on going through the file, that the Minister
took the statemlent for granted that the fruit-
growers were going to give their support and
that they were unanimous in their desire to
have the factory established. T propose now
to refer to a circular issued by, the fruitgrowcrs
and the dlate on this circular is important.
The statement of the deputation which I have
quoted was made in September, 1016. The
circular which is issued by the frnitgrowers
is dated February, 1917, says, "The support
given by the fruitgrowers has so far been
very limnited, in tact the amount subscribed
by them totals only £360. There are between
3,000 and 4,000 fruit growers in the State, but
only about 60 have thought it worth while to
take uip shares in the concern.'' The depu-
tation went on and the Minister incidentally
remarked that things were slightly mixed, and
that this matter might come tinder the Mns
ter for Industries. At any rate another ineff-
ber of the deputation said, '"This is a business

proposition.'' The Mintister obtains the
approv-al of Cabinet, on the 3rd October, for
an advance of £2,500. They had asked for a
pound for pound subsidy.

The Colonial Secretary: Not a subsidy, a
loan at the current rate of interest.

Hun. A. SANDERSON: I do not know the
difference between a loan and a subsidy in
this affair.

The Colonial Secretary: The hon. ineniher
keeps on saying a subsidy, this is a loan at
the current rate of interest, uot a subsidy.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Minister says;
Ido not know the difference between a loan

and a subsidy. We will wvait for the report
that I am asking should be placed on the
table of the House, and see what the Auditor
General says onl the transaction. I do not
wish to bandy words with the leader of the
Rouse or his colleague in connection with the
matter'

Ron. .7. M. Drew: Was the repayment guar-
anteed ?

Hon. A. SANDERSON : There are a great
inany ways of raising mioney in Western Aus-
tralia, but I do not wish to be drawn from
the motion I am moving, that an independent
report sJbould be made ont the matter. I do
not wish to exaggerate the importance of this.
f do not wish to find a mnare 's nest, but as a
fruitgrower and taxpayer, I1 want to see that
this is put on sound lines. We come to the 3rd
October, and we have got the approval of
Cabinet for an advance of 22,500.

Hon. O. 3. G. W. Miles: Was the advance
made?

H1on. A. SANDERSON: I amt rather
frightened to answer any questioas in
the presence of the Honorary Minister.
I am asking for a, report. The Minis-
ter obtains the approval of Cabinet
for an advance of £2,500. What that
approval is worth I do not know. Three
days after in the ''West Australian'' an ad-
verse comment appears. "It is certain,"
says one of the imiporters, ''the project is
dlowned to failure.'' Then the Commisionar 'a
report on that was this: ''This I should say
was put up, not by the merchants but hy one
of the rival preserving companies.'' This is
what the -Minister is told by his Fruit Com-
missioner. ''The Government security is to a,
large extent the success of the ventur."
That is pretty candid. " It will be most
difficult to establish the canning and drying
industry in this State without strong Gov-
ernment support because of the opposition of
already strongly established and organised
trades' of the Eastern States.'' I' do not
think it wise to discuss now the wisdomn or
folly of the question of establishing thisR in-
dustry. 1 have no intention of doing so. nor
to discuss the question of how the Minister ix
raising capital, because the Government are
going to raise capital by a force(] loan fromn
the insurance companies. They are obtaining
£E5,000 from each of the insurance cornpanies;.
T ana not discussing that at all. I aqssuile for
a moment that this is a sound business pro-
position of a pound for pound subsidy amid
that the Government are going to establish
this industry. Here the Minister is warned
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that it is difficult to establish this industry
because of the rivalry of the firms in the
Eastern, States. That c-an only refer to the
Jones Company with a capital, mark youI of
£600,000, an old established firm and masters
of their business. We have also to recogni.se
that in Queensland the Lahour Govermnent
think similarly to the Nationalist Government
here of establishing a fruit and canning in-
dmtry and they are going to put up £410,000l.
Here is the Minister warned on these points.
I say any Minmister who understands his re-
sp~onibilities imust ay we hiave to be particu-
larly tareful about this matter. If tlhis is a
se-rious venture we should see first of all that
the company to who,, we are going to lend the
mniey to is a sound company, and we must
also see that they provide sufficient capital to
go into the lnatter successfully so that wre do
not fling £5,004) a way. That reminds me of
the question of the loan and the subsidly. If
this wa a subsidy there aught be some justi-
fic-ation for it. That is to say, to give then
the £.5,000 anti let them, that is the firuit
caning company, be entirely responsible for
cverrthing, whereas as a loan I have no hesi-
tation in salying any- bank mannager in West
ern Australia would be dismissled at once if
lie lent 15,000 or £:2,500, which was the orig-
inal Proposition, to the fruit company in such
circumstances. Now we come to the 17th Oc-
tol:cr, and memtbers will remember, turning
back for a moment, it was said the merchants
were to be saked] to com"e into the venture.
That was in August. In October in a memo.
front the Fruit Commissioner, he says the
parties had( net, that is the Under Secretary
aInd the gentlemen connected writhm the cona-
pany, and they hadl stated that the wholesale
people hail finally refused to join the com-
panly and the -Jones company were exercising
influence in this direction. Any Minister who
knows his business, anI[ with a sense of re-
sponihility would soe, if there is any trutb
in this, this was a warning. He would say,"'We niust find out what is going on because
it looks as if wre are going to fritter away
£5,000 wrhich wve can ill afford to spare, and
udanmage the fruit industry-if we are going to
have a failure-if it is true the wholesale
people refuse to join that is the evidence that
the Jones company are exerting influence in
this direction. On the 7th October we have
this from the Fruit Commissioner to the Min-
ister. "'I ask that the A.F.L. be given defi-
nite ternms and conditions as early as possible
luring this wveek and suggest that the loan of
£2,500 be secured by debentures.'' The money
is to be used to form a preserving and drying
company. That is October 7. On October 24
the company writes: ''As the proposed com-
pany (which is to be formed) is not in actual
existence, please pay to the A.F.L. (that is
the parent company) £500 in trust for the
new company to pay for machinery and cans
already ordered.'' That is a curious method
of doing business. I should imagine it is the
method not of highly trained business men hut
of s junior Minister of a Country party. I ant
going to miss out a little here. It is import-
ant but it is not necessary to go into details,
and that is the Federal Treasurer's permission

to float the company. I leave that out, al-
though all these details lead to an interesting
question to me, it is ant old friend, the Federal
Government operations in Western Australia.
We conme to the 6th November and the Under
Secretary writes, ''The Governament have
plIedgedl themselves to advance the sum of
£:2,500.'' That is on the 6th November, and
we have a letter from Sydney and it shows
that the people there are following our move-
ments over here, although we say that we are
neglected and ignored. On the 3rd November.
that is three days before that, a letter is re-
ceived from T. 21. Goodall & Co. of Sydney,

''enotice the W.A. G~overniment contenm-
plate installing canning works in Perth; we
ask leave to submit a quotation.'' On the
27th -November the Government replied, ''Up
to the present the Government have not defi-
nitely decided to erect canning works.'' we
get on now to the next month, the 5th Decem-
her. The £500 is advanced; they got their
C100.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Who got it?
Ho]]. A. SANDERSON: The company got

it in trust for the canning company. On the
Sth December there is a minute that the A.F.L.
is particularly anxious to get further supplies.
It was just about this time that I asked the
Government, from my place in Parliament, if
the Government would place on the Table of
the House the papers in connection with this
mjatter, and the answer was that the A.F.L.
were engaged in delicate negotiations and it
"-as not expedient to lay the papers on the
Table. To be fair to the leader of the House,
[ "as told that if I liked to go down to the
department I could see the fie, but I did not
do that because I think it is a most objection-
able course to pursue, to go down and get
information that is not available to everyone
else in connection with public affairs, if nego-
tiations are not intended for the public to see.
We come to December 16. There is a lot of
interesting financial statements, details of
w-hich I do not wvish to worry the House with,
but they are well worth members perusing.
I will give one illustration. This is in con-
nection with the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture asking for a further £500 immediately.
This was on the 2nd February. The dates are
most important, and I am stating this chrono-
logically. We have on the 2nd February,
1017, an application for a further £500 im-
mediately with the statement, ''ive have dis-
posed of sufficient shares to justify the comn-
painy going to allotment.'' If that is the ease
on the 2nd February, how comes it about that
on the 23rd February we have this circular to
which I bare already referred, saying-

The support-of the fruit growers has so
far been very limited. In fact, the total
amount of capital subscribed to date by the
fruit growers amounts to only £350. There
are some 3,0100 or 4,000 growers in the State.

We are still in February, 1917, and here is an-
other warning, from the Treasury. It is a pro-
test from the Under Treasurer to the Trea-
surer-

This matter was never submitted to me. I
am opposed to this miethod of financing. All
matters of this nature should come through
the Treasury, and your approval obtained



before any piroposal to assist any outside
concern is approved of.

There is an illustration of the valuable public
ser-vant we have, the public servant who is so
ofteni, as we know, subjected to severe eriti-
cisml. The criticism, should be directed at the
heads of A1inisters. They have Find their sub-
ordinates right through the piece; or at any
rate some of thenm have had subordinates who
bave served then, uncommonly well, and given
warning after warning, and told the Ministers
what "-as going on. But here is tile refrain-

I shall be glad to get another £750.
This is fromi the manager of the company to
the lUnder Secretary. There seems to me a sigh
of relief on the part of the accountant of the
Agricultural Department, becausc he makes the
following note-

Seven hudred and fifty pounds has already
been paid. This amount will complete their
proposed loan.

But sonmebody else conies in here, some official
whose name I cannot decipher. He got htold of
this file and put this note onl it-

Please discuss. I do not think we should pay
the full amount until the whole of the capi-
tal of thle company is put up.Another warning. Then the Fruit Industries

Commissionei- says the company are hung up
for funds. Mark that. They have had £2,500
with a protest front the accountant, and the
Fruit Industries Commissioner then says that
they ''are hung uip for funds'' and that they
''cannot btiy sugar which is urgently re-
luired.'' This is the concern that is to fight
the £600,000 com~bine in Tasmania and the
State factory of Queenslanud. This is thme en-

terprise of the Nationalist party. The Fruit
]Industries Conunissioner continues-

I on, afraid uinder existing circumstances the
departmient must stand to the company to
keep it going.

-Now lion, members will see whether this is a
loan or- a subsidy. We have got in wit), these
people, and( our owil officer says that we must
stanid to them now and keep them going. The
negotiations, I was told, wre too delicate to
per-mit 6f the papers being laid on the Table
of thle House. They were most indelicate-not
dlelicate. 'Now I come to March, 1917; and I
piloihhise to be as brief as T can. I do not often
trespass on thle time of the Rouse with a mo-
tioni like this.

Memnber: It is interesting.
ironi. A4. SANDERSON: It certainily is in-

teresting. On the 9th March, 1917, 1 find some
accounts and some figures which are of value.
It is these accounts and figures that I wish
eonsidered by a trained, qualified, and inde.-
peudent party like the Auditor General. I only
say that prima facie the matter calls for some
inquiry. The final payment is now made on
the 24th 'March, 1917.

Hemn. J. J. Holmes: That makes £2,500 in
all?~

H-eo. A. SANDERSON: T can only say that
1 think so. Bilt the Auditor General will be
able to tell uts that.

Honl. G. J. G. W. Mfiles: Wh~at capital have
the company subscribedf

Iloea. A. SANDERSON: Th~e Auditor Gen-
eral will tell us that too.

Hon. J. W. K~irwan: Is the holl. member cer-
tain that this is tile final payment?

Hor. A. SANDERSON: I have said three
times that I an. dealing chronologically with
this matter. I have come to the 24th March,
1917, and on the file appears the statement
that thle final payment has now been made.
Surely that should satisfy the lion. member. I
think he must have been looking at the file
himself, because if he went on to the 30th
March, six days afterwards, lie most have
found the following-

Owing to unforeseen circumstances it is
necessary to apply for further financial as-
sistance.

That is ciX daHys after the final payment has
been, made. The memo, continues-

Unless we are assisted we cannot carry on.
Tile A.lFjj. has strained its resources, and
has advanced £1,000 to the canning COMl-
pany. We ask for a further amount of
E3,000.

This seemed to have completely flumnmoxed the
Fruit Industries Commissioner because' he
says-

I hardly know what to advise.
The statement is a long one, but it starts off
by saying-

I hardly know what to advise. I recoent-
mended that the company should start with
£5,000 capital, half growers' and half Gov-
ernment money. So for the prowers have
only put tip £350 in cash, while we have ad-
vanced £:2,500. Only strong Government sup-
port will enable canning and jamming to be
successfully undertaken in this State, owing
to ouitside competition.

That is the £600,000 Jones business. I am not
sure whether I have the statement which the
Treasurer made, but the other dlay he said-

There is one form of education I would like
to see reduced in this State, and that is the
miethod of educating people to see how much
they can get the Government to give and
how; little they can pay in return.

I think these gentlemen have graduated past
masters in the art of getting money fromn the
Governmnt. The Fruit Industries Coumis-
sioner cotinues-

The Jones combine has already cut
prices twice since the local company
started.

There is about thle .fifth warning. Anyone
knows that the Jones combine, as they Con-
tinute to be called-though I think we ought
to be civil, and call them the Jones com-
pany-are a very powerful concern. The
Nationalist party went out to fight the
Jones combine, and they alleged that the
Jones combine had already twice eut prices.
If it is going to be a fight between the
Jones company on the one hand, and the
loan or debenture, or whatever it may be
called, of two or three thousand pounds
from our Government on the other hand,
which party is going to lose its mioney?
After that the affair becomes a little comi-
cal, because the damage has been done and
the Nationalist party appear in sight. The
Under Secretary for Agriculture minutes
the Minister for Agriculture-

This does not look too good.
They found that out at last, although they
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had to go to a civil servant to find it out,
because the present Premier asks--

What is the positionl
Now we come to the 15th June, 1917, and
on that date the A.F.L. make the following
statement to the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture-

The total amount paid in cash by grow-
ers for shares is £660. This, with £2,'500
from the Government, gives us £3,160 to
work on.

"To work off,'' I think it should hare said.
The statement continues-

This was used by March last, and we
were then faced with either shutting down
or temporarily assisting it ourselves. We
did this, and advanced £E2,700.

The company ask for early consideration-
as. having got the factory going and get-
ting its products on the miarket, it is vecry
necessary it should be kept going.

Sometimes, I believe, people cut their
losses; but that course did not seem to sug-
gest itself to this comipany, TPhis is the
kind of thing one can safely look for when
one comes to a governmental institution-
probably a governmental institution of any
kind, but certainly a governmental institu-
tion financed by a Government. Here, on
the 22nd June, 1917, we find the Fruit
Industries Comnmissioner writing to the I'n-
der Secretary for Agriculture-

I would suggest that the A.F.L. be
aisked if any steps are being taken to meet
a considerable amount of dissatisfaction
which exists among a large section of
growers in connection with both the man-
agement of the A.F.L. and the A.F. Can-
nring Company.

Next, on the 26th JIune, the interim balance
sheet of the cunning companty is asked for
-for tie first time, so far as I can ascer-
tain; but the Auditor General will tell us
all about it. On the 28th Tfune the Under
Secretary for Agriculture writes a memo-

I am dissatisfied. There is not sufficient
information. I know that many growers
have not yet been paid. As the Govern-
mient are assisting, it is most advisable
that the growers should be paid. They
are mostly small men who urgently need
the money. The AYFL. and the Frodue-
era' Markets have advanced £2.876. and
we should have some understanding' that
if the £3,000 is advanced it will not he
used] to liquidate these advances, leaving
the company financially just as it was
before, but for a change of creditors.

Any business man will appreciate the im-
portance of that suggestion. The memo.
concludes--

It is necessary that the growers be in-
duced to take shares.

I pass to July, tihen there are some more
memoranda and more requests for informa-
tion. In that month the Under Secretary
suggests an advance-let hon. members
mark this: this is Government finance-sug-
gests all advance of £3,000 to "your com-
pany " -that is, the AYP.L., and not the
canning company-"on the distinct under-
standing that it is to be used in developiug

the operations of the company, and that
efforts be made to induce more growers to
become shareholders." That is a very im-
portanlt matter from the fruitgrowers' point
of view. To me it seems that from start
to finish the whole thing was absolutely
doomed. I do not know what the present
position is, but that is how the thing
strikes ie-that it was absolutely doomed
to failure, on the company's own showing,
unless the Government put in more money.
The company were to approach the fruit-
growers-possibly, except in some instances,
the most unsophisticated class of the com-
munity-and ask them to put their hard-
earned money into a thing like this. On
the 14th July, 19317, there is a memo, that a
rash statement up to the 30th June has been
received. On the 26th JTuly there is a
memo.-

Matters brought forward. Some doubt
whether articles of association wvill allow
this.

This is rather in the Alfred Jingle style,
but I think it shortens things.

The PRE~SIDENT: I. must remind the hon.
member that Standing Order 114 will in-
terrupt this motion except by the consent
of the House.

Resolved that motions be continued.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I thank you, Mr.
President, and hoa. members for permission
to proceed. On the 26th July some doubt
arises ''whether the articles of association
will allow this.'' That is, the advance of
the £3,000 to what may be called the parent
company. I am not going into that, because
it would take us too far afield; but it shows
what an? interesting affair this has become,
when the frunitgrowers-let beon. members
just imagine, the ordinary fruitgrowers
-are being asked whether the ar-
ticles of association of the com-
pany will permit this to be done.
And when we find a Government official with
the approval, apparently, of the 'Minister,
suggesting that the fruitgrowers, who know
nothing whatever about it, be induced to put
their money into this nffair, we are tempted
to ask what there is left to anticipate. Now
we come to August, i917:-"It is essential
that the Jam factory should he kept going."
'Heaven knows why. This is from the Fruit
Tnidustries Commissioner to the Under Secre-
tary of Agriculture. -He says-

They waited on me re the £3,000. They
said it was essential that the jam fac-
tory' should be kept going.

This is the Fruit Commissioner who sara-
The jam factory must be kept going,

and it is necessry the Government shouldl
help). There is no way of securing rhe
money other than by' advancing to the As-
sociated Pruitgrowers, Limited, and not to
the jam factory. Negotiations are pending
between the West Australian Farmers,
Limited, for taking over the Associated
Fruitgrowers, Limited.

f deeply regret that it should be necessary to
mention any of these companies3 at all, for
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the reason that the whole of my attack is
directed towards members of the Govern-
ient. I make no attack whatever on either
of these companies. The whole of my attack
is directed at Ministers who are directly res-
1)onsib"e for not only this kind of thing, but
for things involving millions of money. Their
dealings in their finances are eharacterised
by carelessness and ignorance of what they
are dealing with. They are bringing the
country to the verge of bankrnpcty, indeed
of fraudulent bankruptcy, and they have
only been prevented front taking trust funds
in London by the intervention of the Imperial
Gov ernment. Now we come to the 21st Aug-
,,st, 1917:-''The sales for six months do
not show great chances, of success.'' I should
think not. It is really a very entertaining
amnusemnict, the reading of Government files,
if they are anything like this. The Treas-
urter complains that Ministers have to spend
mtost of their time reading files. I can ima-
gine nothing miore amusing than to light a
big cigar and read files like this, while being
paid hundireds of pounds a year for doing so.
Here is a note by the Under Secretary of
Agriculture dated 21st August, 1917 -''Keep
this matter alive.'' On the 22nd August Mr.
Willinott arrives on the scene and then things
begin to move. Can anything be more ludic-
rous than this note of the conference between
the Associated Fruitgrowers, Limited, and
Mr. Willmnott9 This was after the change of
Government came about. It is very obvious
that these gentlemen wanted to get somenmore
money. Usually at a conference there is some
delicacy, a few preliminaries at any rate, but
herse the deputation burst out with:-''We
are most anxious to get 0i,000." And from
the knowledge we have from this file, it is
not surprising. Here, again, let us be fair in
the matter. This is Mr. Willmott, an import-
anit representative of the Country party, who
ap)parently has bolted with the Government
and taken charge of the country. The Min-
ister has seen the Treasurer and hie adds, ap-
pareutly rather timidly, ''He is not very
favourable''" The Treasurer says that the
fruit growers are not putting enough money
into it, and Air. Wilhmott agrees with him.
One would have thought that even the rawest
recruit to this Country party, the most
bucolic person they couldl find in the outlying
districts, would have hand sufficient sense at
th~is juncture to consult someone who knew
what was what. It is discreditable and dis-
graceful that we should band over the man-
agement of the affairs of this country to men
like that. What else can we expect but bank-
ruptey? Heaven knows, it is difficult enough
in any circumstances at the present moment
to handle things in Western Australia. I
have my scheme, other members may have
theirs; but even my pet scheme of unification
would be wrecked at once if entrusted to the
rare of hon. members like that to conduct
negotiations either delicate or indelicate.
Here is this Minister who agrees with the
whole position, that is to say, that the grow-
ers are not putting enough money into it.
Then he asks, ''How do your prices compare
with others?'' The answer is, ''The whole-

sale prices arc the samte as Jones's, but the
retail prices are one penny per lb. higher all
round.'' This is very interesting to the
careful housewife. This is the company they
are going to fight in Western Australia, and
the retail price is one penny per lb. above
Jones's. And not only that, but the Minister
himself had seen a tin of jam opened and
found it nuildewved. I know a little, not much,
about this. I have conducted a few experi-
meants with this fruit preserving business,
and I know that to a beginner it is a very
easy thing to have the stuff mildew, whether
it is in a tin or in a bottle. The great ad-
vantage with a bottle is that you can see
the nmildew, wh~ile the disadvantage with the
tin is that you cannot see it. In putting a
new brand on the market, a jam which is
really a Government jam, we should be very
careful not to have mildewed stuff get in. I
nut convinced that one could buy 1,000 dozen
tinis of Jones's jams in Western Australia
and that Jones's company- would be prepared
to pay a pound for every tin that was inu-
dewed. It is easy enough to avoid mildew if
sufficient care is taken in the preparation of
the stuff by those who know what they are
doing. Here the Minister admits that the
growers have not put enough money into the
thing, and that the jam itself gives cause for
complaint. I am not criticising the company.
I syinpathise with them to a certain extent
and admire them in another regard. I symn-
pathise with them in the difficulty they find
in starting any newv affair at the present time,
and I must say I admire the way in which
they have handled their loan account. Then
we get this question, ''How many growers
are there in the company''? and the answer
is ''Seventy-six.'' Then we come to, ''How
much will the AFL, leave in'"? The retort
is, ''Will it be sufficient if we leave in
£2,000''! - They want to see bow far they
dare go with the Minister. It is not neces-
sary to explain to those who have followed
this question, and it would be very difficult
to explain to those who have not followed it,
the particulars of the advance by the parent
company to the subsidiary company, and the
respective rights and positions of the two
parties plus the Government 's right and privi-
leges. However, the Auditor General will tell
us all about that. Here is a member of the
deputation closing wvith the Minister, ''Will
it he sufficient if we leave in £.2,000 and not
withdraw except as we get in subscriptions
from fruitgrowers?'' "'That will do,'' said
the Minister. And so the bnsiness was fixed
Up. The Under Secretary for Agriculture
says-

It will be necessary to augment the capi-
tal provided by the shareholders (9800) by
£2,000 before the Government will give
£3,000 on top of the £2,500 already given.

Then here is a long passage about the fire
insurance premiunms. I will leave it out,
although it is an indication of the grossly
careless way in which the business was con-
ducted by the Government.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: You say the husiness was
fixed up; is that the £3,000 granted by the
Government?
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is very difficult
to answer that.

Ron. Sir E. R. Wittenoom: Did they put
the proceedings of the deputation on the file?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I cannot say, but
if it should lead to the compilation of a file
like this, I should say put thenm all on. Then
we come to the 5th December, 1017. Here is
the 'Minister-

1 recommend that a further loan be made
as shares sold have realised £2,000. Kindly
treat this matter as urgent.

Then, on the 8th December, we have this from
the Under Secretary of Agriculture-

It is necessary that a guarantee to leave
£:2,000 as capital in the A.F.L. Trading
Concern should be approved by the Solicitor
General and signed by individual members
or some of them.

Now we come to the preliminaries before they
got the cash advance. Judging by the file I
think we ought to be proud of our qualified
civil servants, and very much ashamed of our
present Ministers. That is the impression left
by a perusal of this file, because 'Ministers

got warnings from all directions. Here is
the Crown Law Department-

The guarantee given by the A.F.L. is of
no value unless the company has power
tinder its articles of association to give such
guarantee.

That is not very remarkable coming from the
Crown Law, but it is evidence that they con-
duct their business, as far as they can. The
minute continues-

Further, a guarantee given by a limited
company is of little valve unless there is a
reserve liability of shareholders.

That is very elementary. but possibly the
Crown Law Department has found out the
very scanty limitations of its Mlinisters.
Therefore, the officers put an elementary no-
tice like this on the papers in the vain hope
that it would catch the eye of the Minister-

.If it is the intention of the ALF.L. to
issue second preference debentures of £2,000
as loan capital to the fruit sod canning com-
pany it is necessary to safeguard the in-
terests of the Government in prodiding that
its liability shall1 not be discharged (luring
the currency of the Government loan.

There is nothing very startling about this, but
it shows in these different departments-the
Agricultural Department, the Treasury De-
partment, and the Crown Law Department-
that the M~inisters wrere protected by their
civil servants.

And the provisions should be made strict.
That is another note from the Crown Law De-
partment. Now we come to the public Press.
On the 9th December, 1917, the "Sunday
Times'' makes certain comments on this
niatter-

We are not quite cognisant of the details,
but it is a fact that last week the Govern-
ment advanced] £2,500 to the W.A. Fruit-
gro wers' Association. This is in addition
to the subsidy or loan given by the State
to the same Organisation earlier in the year.

The comment is not a very severe one, but
they would like a little more information on
the subject. This shows that the public are
served fairly well by their watch dog., the

public Press, and the theme of the whole Criti-
cism in regard to this matter is in connection
with the present 'Ministry, and particularly
the individuals who dealt with it, and to the
effect that they should never have been per-
mlitted to deal with a matter of that kind,
aniol that, as the 'Under Treasurer has it, it
should have gone to his departmnent. Here is
thle A.F.. asking, "'When will this advance
be availnble?' That is the only thing which
interests them. The Under Secretary writes
to tile 'Minister-

A balance sheet has been obtained. The
fixed assets are not sufficient and are sllghtly
over £800. It is unlikely that the directors
aind the shareholders will give a guarantee.
At the samne time I consider that we arc
hound to go on with this matter. The fruit
industry must be assisted apart fronm the
question of security. We cannot lose sight
of the fact that the Agricultural Bank is
interested in a large number of orchards.
Ef thle department does not assist, the Agri-
cultural Department wvill be a heavy loser.

That raises uip an interesting vista. With a6
file like this, and a reference like this, I asked
the officials of the House to get me the Agri-
cultural Bank report. It is an old story now,
and I am thankful to say that I have the
Agricultural Bank report for 1917. 1 then
said, "'Will you please bring me the reports
for 1914, 19l5? and 1916" and the reply made
to ine tins, ''They are not here.'' I wanted
to get hold of these reports far the special
purpose of findig out how much of the enor-
nmous amount of mioney, £.3,626,557, has been
advanced by the Agricultural Bank between
1895 anid 1917 to orchardists and upon orchard
properties. I was a client of the bank myself
near the beginning of its operations. 1. am
speaking without the papers because they are
not on the Table, as they should be, as pro-
vided by Act of Pa rliamnat. It is provided
that these reports should be placed on the
Table of the House every year. I cnanot,
therefore, find out how much money is in-
vested in orchard properties by the Agricul-
tural Bank, but, speaking without the papers,
though knowing something of thle subject, I
should doubt very munch whether the Agricul-
tiural Bank have lost one penny piece on their
orchard properties. At any rate I will guar-
antee, that in the district in which I live, and
where ire have a number of small clients of
the Agricultural Bank, that institution has
not lost one penny of capital, and that these
orehardists are neither a fortnight nor a
mionth in arrears with their payments of in-
terest. Yet we have it put On thle file, as a
reason for the advance of £3,000 immure to this
comnpany, that we are going to protect the
Agricultural Bank against possible loss. The
file breaks off somewhat abruptly and I pro-
pose to do the sorue. I only ask this, that
hon. nienibers will agree that from this file
there is a primna facic ease inado out for the
adoption of my motion that a report should
be made by an independent party. That, of
course, will remain in the hands of the House.
But right at the end of the chapter the Hon-
orary 3hlinister who sits in this House appears
on the scene. Hes says, "'I Concur, (sgd1)
V, F. Baxter."'



:Ron. C. F. Baxter (Honorary 'Minister):
With what!

lion. A. SASPERSON: I do not know.
The lion. gentleman asks me a question like
that hut I cannot answer hinm. The minute
aim ply says, "'I concur. (Sgd) C. F. Baster.''

H1on. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
WVould YOU kindly ex1plain to the Rouse w-hat
it is I concurred in?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: How can I explain
that? f have been almost an hour and a half
speaking onl this motion, arid I have asked
sonmeone else to explain thle whole position.

Hun. C. F. Baxter (Honorary 'Minister)
Youl had access to the file.

L-Ton. A. SANDERSON: Admittedly.
Hon. WT. Kingsmill: And the hon. member

has madle good use of it.
llon. A. SANDERSON: I do not wish to

be severe on anyone else except the 'Ministers,
whomn one can attack and who have the right
of reply. This is not an exhaustive dealing
with th~e subject. I simply say here that I
h-ave miade out a prima facie case. But the
interesting part of the whole thing is in re-
spect of these Ministers. It is not in regard to
this mecre hagatelle of £5,000 and as to
whether it is well invested or badly invested
-the question at issue in this matter is the
condk~uct of various gentlemen. As a great
aunatomnist will reconstruct fromt the rib of a
menra the whole bird, so, I say, members can
reconstruct from this file the policy and the
administrationj of the present Ministers. Do
not let lion. members imagine that this is a
thing whlich ought to be dropped because it is
of no further interest, ais we have lost the
mnoney, or because the venture is going to
prove a successful one. Whether the matter-
is dropped or not, or whether the business is
going to be a failure or a success, does not
matter to me. But this means that we are
involving Western Australia in State enter-
))i iseS agains9t which no words were too strong,
comparatively a few days ago, on the part of
the leader of the House, and because of which
the Labour Government were throw-n out of
office. We are involved once more in State
enterprises. The Premier came forwardl with
£100,000 for certain works at Fremnantle. I
think I canl fairly assume, knowing what X do
of this awlI other affairs, that we shall go on
in the same kind of way. No wonder that we
are lbankrupt and hard uip! What else can
we be under the most favourable circuim-
stances, but here we are dealing with the
most difficult situation we have ever faced?
F'urther, with regard to the fruit-growing in-
d~ustry, I say that to set about it in that way
is to do as much damage in 12 months as will
take the fruitgrowers five years to put right.
What will anl outsider think of anything like
that in connection with the fruit-growing in-
dustry of the country? I guarantee that
JTones & 0o, and Queensland will know some-
thing about the affair over here and will, at
all events, findl out what is going on. Sup-
poso you, Sir, or I. or anyone else, came for-
wardivuitli a genuine scheme, and asked the
Government for £.5,000 or £.50,000 uinder an
agreement specially drawn up, and the money
was granted, what Chance would we have of
getting it! I do not care whether the motion

is adopted or rejected, or whether the Auditor
General reports favourably or unfavourably on
the matter. I do say that there is a prima
Facie case made out and it will be an interest-
ing matter to see what we can get in the way
of a report. Apart from that, there is the in-
.jury which is being dlone to the country by
Giovernmment soeialistic, enterprises, of which
those "-ho occupy the Government benches now
seem to be as great masters as the muembers
of the Labour party were. From the very- be-
ginnig the ]Labour party packed these things,
but they were straighitforward about it. What
nine the pr-esent Government dloing? We put
themt in office in or-der to stop State enter-
prises,, but at the first opportunity, apparently,
they get their finances into a worse condition
than the Labour Treasurer (lid and bring
alomng stuff like this. The Country party, too,
plays a curious pjart in this little comedy. if
the Governnment think that, at a crisis like
this, they shouldl permit anyone to handle the
pubhlic fouds iii that way, it is a deplorable
outlook for Western Australia. So far as I
aim per-sonally concerned my fixed deterinina-
tion is to fight for unification, and my fixed
belief of months and years standing is that
this is time only sound policy for us to adopt.
I' almost rejoice at these performances of the
Government, because I see that it is not a
(question of discussing unification, for uinifica-
tion will be brought about by force of eri-
eumsqtanccs. One of thle circumstances which
will contribute to the total abolition and de-
structiou of this State Government will be the
performance which I have only touched upon
this afternoon.

Holl. G. S. G. W. MILES (-North) [5.58]
I second the mnotion.

Onl motion by Hon. C. P. Baxter (Honorary
Minister), debate adjourned.

BiLL-V ENTDLY SOCIETIES ACT
A ME NDMENT.

Readl a thirdl time And pMssel

BILL -HEALTH ACT AMIENDMNENT.

In1 Commaittee.
Resumed from the previous day; Hon. W.

Kingsmnill in the Chair, the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 42-Amendmuent of Section 2 4 2 c:
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on thme previous dlay onl Clause 42, to which an
amendment had been moved by the Hon. 1. E.
Dodd to strike out the concluding words of
the clause as follons:--"and every such per-
son shall follow as far a-s piossible the advice
givein by such practitioner.''

The COLONI AL SECRETARY: These
words are already in the principal Act, and(
I hope the Committee will not. strike them
out. It is rather futile to compel a person to
seek medical attention and place upon im
no obligation to carry out the advice of the
practitioner.

Hon. J. E. DODD. If r. had known at the
timie I moved the amendment that the words
in question were in the principal Act I would
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not have drawn attention to the matter. It
is iiot my purpose to seek to delete anything
that is in the original Act. We are not alto-
gether sure, though, that the treatment is
uniform, I might give hon. members my own
experience in the past seven years. The clause
stipulates that the advice of a medical prac-
titioner shall be folloued. What position
would I have been in if I had followed the
advice given me by various practitioners? I1
can 'better explain my meaning by relating anl
experience I hadl on a steamer on which I was
once travelling, and IMrl. Lynn was also on the
same vessel. There was on board a medical
practitioner, a muau of high standing in the
Eastern States. Speaking onl diseases gener-
ally and on rheumiatism, my complaint, in par-
tieular, he said that whatever i. did I was to
have nothing to do with drugs, and that there
was only one treatnient, the knife. I replied
that if I underwent that treatment all my
joints would be removed. What is to be dlone
in a case like that? The Bill provides that
if the advice of a medical practitioner is not
followed a penalty of £20 will be imposed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If a
patient does not care for the advice of one
practitioner, he is at liberty to call in another.
It seemns to me that if we adopt the principle
embodied in the existing Act that all sufferers
fronm this disease must submit to treatment,
it stands to reason that they must be required
to carry out the treatment provided for.

-Ron. J. E. DODD: With the permission of
the Committee I will withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 43-agreed to.
Clause 44-Amendmient of section 24 t2f;
H~on. J. DUFFELL: I move an amend-

ment-
"'That the proposed subsection be struck

out anil the following inserted in lieu :(2)
If such piractitioner has reason to believe
that a patient who is suffering fronm ven-
ereal disease intends, notwith stand ing
such warning, to contract miarriage, he
shall forthwith notify such belief to the
Commissioner, who may thereupon inform
any person whom, on reasonable grounds,
he believes to be the other party to the
proposed marriage, that the patient is
suffering from such disease, and may
give the like information to any parent
or guardian of such party. The Commnis-
sioner may also take such further action
as he deems necessary in accordance with
the provisions of this Act. No action for
libel or slander shall lie against any medi-
cal practitioner for mnaking such notification
to the Comimissioner in good faith and
without malice.' t

It will readily be granted that this is one
of the contentious clauses of the Bill. In
jp]ace of what appears in the Bill the SelMect
Committee recommend the insertion of the
proposed new section which I have read.
The select committee arrived at their de-
cision principally upon the evidence ten-
dered by one of the leading practitioners
of Perth, Dr. Trethowan, who stated that

he once had occasion to make it known
to a person who was about to contract
marriage, that he was suffering from a
certain disease, and that if he intended
to persist in his intention, the doctor
would advise the other party. It will
be seen that the duty which devolves upon
a Jprivate practitioner is anything but en-
viable, and it was considered by the Select
Committee that the proper authority to con-
ver' this information should be the Commis-
sion of Health.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment is inserted onl the recommeada-
tioa of the Federal Council of the British
Medical Association. The amendment pre-
serves the principle and if -what the Select
Committee propose in the amendment is the
more desirable way of bringing it about,
I have no objection to the alteration.

LIOJI. A. SANDlERSON: I would like to
see the report of that Federal Council. It
seems to me that this interferes with our mar-
riage laws.

Ron. C. Somnmers: And( a good thing too.
Hon. A. SANDERSON- Yes, but not in

an effective manner. My opinion is that
this matter has not been given sufficient
consideration. If the Commissioner believes
a manl to be suffering from venereal disease
in Western Australia and that man is going
to be married in Queensland.' what will the
position ho theni I merely wish to sound
a warning and having done that I shall have
performed sonic service.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
no interference whatever with the marriage
laws. The Act as it at present reads, en-
ables a medical man to call attention to the
contagious character of the disease and hie
may warn the patient against contracting
marriage until lie is certified as cured. All
that the amiendmnent does is that where the
patient suffering from a contagious disease
is likely to infect another by contracting
mnatrimonty, he will be warned by the Corn-
missioner of Health, but if he persists in get-
ting married, the Commissioner has per-
formed his duty by haviag warned the other
party. If after such warning, the people
concerned choose to get married, there is ino
further interference. The object of the
amendment is to protect a clean and inno-
cent femnale who may unknowingly be about
to enter into a matrimonial alliance with a
person suffering from a contagious disease.

Hon. T7. DL'FFELL: It will be interesting
to Mr. Sanderson to know that the evidence
which was tendered to the Select Commit-
tee and upon which this amendment wras
framied was the evidence of the representa-
tive of the West Australian branch of the
British 'Medical Association, Dr. Tretbowan.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clauses, 4-5, 44-agreed to.
Clause 47-Amendment of Section 242j:
Hon. J1. DTJFFELL: To all intents and pur-

poses this is the most importanit clause in the
Bill. Certainly it is around this clause that con.
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troversy has ranged, and certain members of
the connunniity have expressed themselves very
freely. The select committee in no way hastily
arrived at a decision in regard to this clause.
It was after the examination of representa-
tires of all tme leadling bodies of thought in
the State, comprising representatives of the
Council of Churches, the Vigilance Committee,
the B3ritisRh Medical Association, the chemists
and pharmacists, the Children'~s Court, and alt
who had taken an interest in this important
question. Thle committee realised the import-
ance of the work in which these people were
engaged, so much so that it nas after fun) andi
mature consideration of the evidence that the
committee came to the conclusion in the fainm
of the aniendinent on the lNotice Paper. The
committee realised that althouigh there u-as op-
position in certain directions, which was voiced
in no uncertain way, their responsibility "'as
grave and far-reaching. There was a duty to
perform not oinly to the present generation,
but to generations yet uinborn. One of the
greatest evils of the present dlay is the
scourge of vene ireal disease. It was placed be-
fore the committee by seone of thle representa-
tives that the amendment "'as nothing more
than the oldl C.D. Act couched in a new dress.
rThe committee pointed out the difference be-
tween time C.D. Act and the present Bill. The
10.1). Act was adnminitsered by the police auth-
orities. It brought into operation the guarantee
of professional prostitutes and to all intents
and purposes freed from contagion those who
cohabited with them, The main thing tinder the
C.D. Art was that it "as administered by the
Police Department, whereas the Act in ques-
tion and the proposed amendments were not
connected with thme Police Department at all.
They are to be administered solely by the
Health Departoment. It was also pointed out to
the cosmmittee that to vest such enormous
powers ini one uman was a very serious thing.
Not thst any of those who appeared before
the countittee had any doubt as to the in-
tegrity or standing of the Commissioner of
Health, but the Commissioner could delegate
his powversI which they thoughit was a serious
mnatter. Still, the proposed amendments were
not like the laws of the Mfedes and Persians;
they could be altered. They 'vere subject to al-
teration, deletion, or amendment as the times
justified. The committee, after dlue considera-
tion, and bearing iii mind the evidence sub-
rnitted, decided on the amendment which is
now before the Committee. It was realised that
an advisory board as suggested would obviate
to a great extent, probably altogether, any
daonger such as was suggested by those oppos-
ing the amnendument. Reference was made to
certain cases-very few indeed-which had
conmc under notice. One case in particular, in
which a young wouman on omme occasion was
brought uip for compulsory examination, and
wrho upon investigation was found to be abso-
lutely clean and above suspicion. But this case
occurred in England a considerable time ago,
and "'as brought forward under the C.D. Act,
which was very different from the Bill which
we are now considering, and the Act which it
is proposed to amend. The Health Act of
191.5 has been found to be practically inopera-
tive so far as sheeting home or bringing to
justice members of the community who were

infected with this scourge. A case was citedl
wherein a certain woman was known to be suf-
fering from venereal disease and was reported
by mien who had been infected by this wonm.
No less thain six instances were cited before
rho committee, principally soldiers, hut when
the woman was approached in regard to the
matter shte defied the authorities to take any
action.

Hon. .J. Ei. Dodd: Why did they not get a
signed certificate?

Hon. J1. DUPF'ELL: Not one of the mnen
wh-]o gave information was prepared to give a
signed statement. The Act provides that iii-
formation mnst be given to the Commissioner
of Jicalth, and he is the only person who can
take action, and that only when hie has a signed[
statement to act upon. The Commissioner was
absolutely certain that thle woman was suffer-
ing from disease, hut lie was powerless. [t has
been statedl that the woman was of weak mind,
but there was not a jot or tittle of evi-lmea
before the committee to lead themn to that con.

eunsion. Unfortunately that -was not tile only
ease which came under niotice. Another case
was reported whierein a woman supposed to be
highly respectable was suffering fronm disease
and htad infected others. A case was b~rought
minler the notice Of the comm11ittee Of at young1
girl,' not yet 14 years of age, who was

iii a very advanced state of syphilis.
in that case, of course, the girl, being of
tender years, was brought before the Child-
ren 's Court, though not until after mnoral
suasion had been brought to bear upon her
by one or two who are performing a mnag-
nificent. work in the city of Perth to-day-.T
refer to the women police. The existing Act
provides not so miuch for the professional pros-
titute. It is not the professional lprostitute
who causes so much worry and anxiety. If
she sees any signs of disease she is ready' and
willing to report herself for treatment. The
greatest scourge here to-day is that which is
being spread-] grieve to say it-by the
amateurs, by young girls engaged in bntsiness,
young girls without homes and living in roorns.
They infest the Esplanade, the parks, and
the public streets. I consider it is absolutely
necessary that the powers which we ask for
should be granted so as to enable the mneasuire
to become a workable Act. What thme select
committee propose in this connection by- way
of amendment, is, T learned this afternoon,
already in force in Victoria. That State tprac-
tically based its Venereal Disease Act onl the
Health Bill of Western Australia. I feel it
my duty to use all my power of moral suasion
to induce hon. members to accept the amiendn-
mneat proposed. I move an amendment-

That tme following be added to the
clause:-'' (iii.) By tme deletion of the pro-
viso in Subsection (1), and by inserting at
the end the following new sections, to stand
as 242jj and 2425jj :-242jj. (1) In the
case of fenmales the Commissioner shall, be-
fore taking any action under Section 2-2.j,
submnit to an advisory committee, consti-
total as hereinafter mentioned, the evidence
on which he proposes t o take such action,
andi the said committee shall decide on the
action, if any, to be taken by hinm. (2) The
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advisory committee shall he appointed by
the Giovernor, and shall consist of four
members. The Commissioner shall be chair-
manl of the comnmittee, but shall not be en-
titled to vote onl any matter submitted to
the coninittee. The remaining three shall
consist of twoe females (one of whom shall
hoe ai duly- qualified mnedical practitioner)
and one ,,,ale. The committee ,lsal iiiet
fronm time to time when summoned by the
I'oiiiisionir.and may make rules and
regulations for the proper conduct of its
business. All proceedings of the advisory
committee shall he held in carlera. 242jjj.
It shall he lawful for a court estabilished
nudier the State Children Act, 1907, at any
time either before or after committal of any
child, to order ami examination to lit made
of suc c I hil 1( y a doif qualified ineolicen
j'rnttioner, either male or female, if there
is reason to suspect that such child is suf-
ferinig from venereal disease. I~n the event
of the medical practitioner reporting that
any child is so sufifering, the court shin)
forthwtiith noti 1 thle Comimissi oneCr ii i n t-
ung, whto inay t hereu pon ilea] wnith Iiucl

child as provided in subsections two to eight,
Incl usive, of Section 242j.1
The COLON[AL SECRETAR.Y: I have no

objection to the amiendmnent. ThIle Commissioner
of Public Health has in certain quarters heen
quite wrongly represented as an individual
grasping out for power to do all sorts of things
of his own initiative. The Commissioner
would, in fact, be only too glad to lie relieved
of some of the responsibility which necessarily
attaches to action of this kind. One objection
which has been raised to the proposal of the
select committee is that it mught have the
effect of bringing the names of persons before
niore people thtan is absolutely necessary. I
think there may possibly be something in that
objection; and, so far as I can see, that board
would have to despend onl the evidence of the
Commissioner. The board should be quite eon,-
petent to decide upon that evidence if sub-
mitted without any names at all. Therefore,
I move an amendment on the amendment-

''That after 'action' at the end of the
fifth line of the proposed Section 242 j.j.,
there be iniserted: 'but without revealing
the name of the person against whom action
is contemplated.III

Hon. A. SANDERSON : I lhave heard you,
Mr. Chairman, on at least two occasions re-
commend to members of the Commnittee that
amendments should be placed on the Notice
Paper, as a great assistance not ol'y to your-
self, Sir, butl principlly, I take it, to mem-
hers of the Committee. This amendment is
not oil the Notice Paper, and no one is more
anxious than I an) to discuss strictly the pre-
cise amiendmnent which is before the Commit-
tee. You, Sir, at any rate, will appreciate
hot, difficult sometimes, and how impossible
occasionally, it is to grasp the full meaning
of an ametidment in its bearings on other
clauses connected with the particular clause
under discussion, unless there has been ample
opportunity to consider the amendment. It
aight he contended] that the Particular amend-
ment which we are now discussing-and no

other-is quite easy to discuss. 'My own state-
litent of the position is that on a matter of
this most grave importance I1 refuse to discuss
nit amendment which does not appear on the
Notice Paper. I have no desire whatever to
offer any factious opposition, or to indulge
inl any illegitimate means to thwart the proper
conduct of business in this Chamber; but,
bearing in mind the warning which you your-
self, Mr. Chairnman, have given, to my certain
knowledge, twice-and I believe on much less
important niatters-I pirotest against the dis-
cussion of the Colonial Secretary's amendment
until it has been put on the Notice Paper and
%ve have had full time to consider it.

Hon. -I. EWING: For reasons other than
those given by 'Mr. Sanderson, I desire to say
that I am not prepared to discuss these
amendm~ents. T have not had the time, and
I dto not think any other member has had the
time, to read the evidence given before the
select comnmittee. I started to re-ad it lost
nlight after getting home, bitt I have not got
th rough half of it yet. I thAiak members
shldir have the opportunity of reading the
evidence before deciding on this important
Bill. Therefore, after other hall. members
who umy desire to spenk to-night have
spoken, [ shall move that progress be re-
ported.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If the only
objection of hon. members is that the words
of my amendment on the amendment have
not beecn placed on the 'Notice Paper, I shall
be happy to withdraw it and place it on the
Notice Paper with a view to recommittal of
the Bill. If that course will enable bon.
mermbers to proceed with the consideration of
amendments which are on the Notice Paper, I
ask leave to withdraw my amendment on the
amendment.

Amnendmuent on amendment by leave with-
drawn,

lioi. J. E. DODD: The select committee
have recomnmended the aimendmsents which
are now before the Chair. I understand that
the proviso which it is now proposed to de-
lete fromt the Bill provides for a signed state-
nient. Let me say that I appreciate to the
full the position of the Government, of the
Public Health Commissioner, and also of the
select committee. In regard to the Public
Health Commissioner I had fairly close asso-
ciation with him during my term of office,
arid T cannot associate myself with any at-
tack that has been made, or is likely to be
made, upon him; because I beieve him to be
a thoroughly capable officer and, in addition,
to be honest, sincere and conscientious in his
desires and objects. But I think we are
going too far with this legislation. In read-
ing uip the debates of 1916 1 was struck with
the remarks made by various members and
with the extent to which they have since
changed their minds in the short space of 18
months. I cannot blame them for this, be-
cause I realise that some of the evidence
given before the select committee is sufficient
justification for a change of mind. But I do
think it is proposed that we should go too
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far, and that we wvill be leaving open an
avenue for malicious people to m.ake state-
ments before the Conunissioner of Public
Health. It is clainmed that in the interests
of a girl against whom a statement may be
made, we are to appoint a court of appeal.
Personally, I believe that any girl would
rather face tie Commissioner hiumself than
appear before a court of appeal.

Hon. J. Duffell: Then there would be no
necessity' for Iser to appear before the court
of appeal.

Hon. S. E. DODD: The court of appeal
would he a farce. Not only girls, but youths
and young men will he arraigned, and many
of then, will be mtade the butts of spiteful
and mialicious statemsents. Seeing that the
Act has been in force only 18 months, and
tlhat not one-third of the public know of its
existence, sur61l'y we could afford to allow it
to continue for a little longer. We have had
sonic good work done under the Act. If the
Comtmissioner would issue a leaflet to every
individual upon the Assembly roll, pointing
out the dangers of venereal disease, and
where and how the victims can obtain treat-
mnt, it would be very much better than the
step proposed to be taken. Only a fortnight
ago reference was made in the ''9Daily
Newsl' to the activities of an anonymous
letter writer at Bunbury, whose delight, it
appears, was to select soldiers' wives and
others for mnalicious attack. This is only a
sample of what we may expect if these pro-
posals are allowed to go through. In regard
to the girl mentioned by Mr. Duffell, I admit
it is a very difficult case, but surely in a case
such as that the inspector hass a right to give
the necessary signed statemntet. I prefer
anything to opening an avenue to the anony-
mous letter writer. Mrs. Dngdale, in answer
to the chairuman of the select committee, said
that some people were very malicious and
that she thought that if we got the girls to
give a signed statement of their own accord,
it would be very much better. In answer to
another question, Mrs. Dugdale said that
there was not a great deal of difficulty in get-
ting girls to give signed statements. To be
quite fair, I must admit that 'Mrs. Dugdale
also said that she thought the Commissioner
should have tlse proposed power. We are
going too far in the direction of regulating
everybody. The Labour Governnment went
quite far enough in this direction.

The Colouial Secretary: Y7our Bill was
much more stringent than this one.

Hon. J1. E. DODD: In a recent Bill we pro-
vided for the taking of childreni fronm their
homes, and now we are asked to give power
to detain prisoners until they are cured.
Syphilis has been known to take five years in
its cure- Are we going to detain prisoners
five years beyond the ternms of their sentences?
We attempt to regulate almost every act of
Ivery individual from birth till death. Even
Defore we are born, so to speak, we are com.,
aclled to hav'e a doctor and a midwife. Then
ve are compelled to take a name, although it

be a namne that we afterwards regard with
aversion throughout life. After that we are
compelled to be registered, compelled to be
vaccinated, compelled to go to school, and just
wheu we are beginning to learn how to enjoy
ourselves we are compelled to give up our
Saturday afternoons to drill. Later in life,
at 21 years of age, we are compelled to put
our ,names on the electoral roll, and when we
vote we are largely compelled to give our votes
to a "'an in whom we do not believe. Last of
all when we die, we aire compelled to be buried
on a week-day and not on Sunday. Presently
we shall leave off being human beings and be-
come mere machines. As I have said, I ap-
preciate the difficulties of the Government and
the Commissioner of Public Health, and the
select comhmittee, but I hope this Committee
will pay somec attention to the danger of mal-
icious individuals coming along with their
anonymous letters and attacking someone
against whom they may have some venidettat.
Personally, I prefer the Goenmn' pro-
p~osal to that of the select commsittee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mir. ])odd
at the outset said hie dlid not propose to utter
a "Ord against the Commissioner of Public
flealth. To my mind it is an insult to the
Comumissioner- to suggest tisat he would take
action on the strength of an anonymous letter.
As the Bill stands, the Commissioner is sup-
posed to satisfy himself beyond any reason-
able doubt. To say that a mait upon whom
so serious an obligation is east would act on
the str-ength of ant anonymous letter is to say
thnt hie is totally unfit for the responsibility
with which he is entrusted. The Conimissioner
will have to satisfy himself beyond any
reasonable doubt that some person is not only
suffering from thsis disease but is a menace
to the community, in that he is spread-
ing file disease. Hanvinug satisfied him -
self to this extent the Commissioner wvill he
called upon to snbmit the facts-I suggest
without the neame-to a committee consisting
of one lady doctor, one other lady and another
inan, appointed by the Governor-in-Council. To
these he must submit the facts on which he has
satisfied himself that somne person is not only
suffering fron, the disease but is spreading
it, and he w-ill have to satisfy the committee
that his evidence on that point is sound, Mr.
Dodd declared that anyone against whom" such
action might be contemplated would rather
face the Commissioner than the committee.
But it is not contemplated that the girl will
have to face either the Comm...issioner or the
committee. The Comnmissioner will oatisf~y
himself that the suspected person is infecting
others and] refuses to lie treated. He will then
submit to the committee the evidence on which
he has satisfied himself of these facts; and
if the committee be also satisfied, the Com-
missioner wr.ill then write confidentially to the
per-son concerned, calling upon that person to
consult his or her doctor.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Suppose he does not.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If they re-

fuse to consult a doctor then action is taken
as laid down, in the Bill to compel them to

do0 so.
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Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: So they should
be compijelled.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ltittely
there is compulsion if the party concerned] re-
fuses to submnit. Mr. Dodd has said that this
Bill, which has been in operation for 19
months, has done good work. That is so. Even,
in its amended form, and without the protec-
tioii put in by the Committee it is not nearly
so drastic as the Bill introduced by the Gor-
ernitent of which Air. Dodd was a member.
Although the Bill has done good work its im-
perfections have been revealed and particularly
in this one case, the difficulty of obtaining
signed statements and the impossibility of
coumpelling people to submit themselves for
treatment. These people are the most dlan-
gerous and doing the most harmn. When, the
Bill was before the House in 1915 1 supported
the attitude taken up by lDr. Sawv. Although
Dr. Saw 's opinions have beeni freely quoted
during the last week or two, I remembler that
lie was one of those w~ho recognisedl the great
necessit y for legislation along thesei I ineq. I
an, not at all sure if hie were here to-night,
and had the evidence which was placed before
the Conmmittee in his hands, and knew bo,w this
Act hadl operated during the last 18 months,
that he would not see the reason for mnodifTying
his views as I hove done.

Holl. A. SANDERSON: I was under the
imp ression that the majority of the members
of the Council were in favour of the reeomn-
inendahtions of the Commnittee, and w-as going
to make a dignified a.nd] brief protest against
the procedure and resume my seat. The dis-
elussion, however, has revealed a different state
of affairs. At the sanie time T do wish that
progress could be reported. I hove read some
of the repiort of the select committee and
wish to exane it further. It supports my
vie'vs on the question in general. May I
he permittedl here to pay a tribute to the
work of the select committee for having col-
lected so much valuable evidence. It is
finite possible that in other Circumustances

Iiwht have supported the comm~ittee with-
out any further consideration of this Bill.
Unfortunately at present I an, not prepared
to do that. Tf it had been the opinion of the
Committee sitting here to-night that the
recommendations of the select counnittee
wvere to go through, F would have contented]
myself with a very brief protest against the
whole thing, lock, stock, arid barrel. What
has happened to Mr. Dodd after 30 years
spenL in the raniks of the Labour party? lie
is throwing off the yoke. I congratulate him
warmly. Nothing would give me greater
pleasure than to sit side by sidle with] him
and continue to make these pirotests. I support
everything bie says. With regard to the re-
marks of the Commissioner. on page 4 it will
lie found that hie says:-

Why don't we demand a certificate of
freedom from venereal disease from men or
wonmen who marry?

That is the genesis of this Bill. The report
goes on to refer to the washing of fruit
before eating it, and other matters of that
kind. This is the position of affairs that
everything we have sound and wise should

be onl the Statute book, and made Comp~ul-
sory. [ symnpathis with the Colonial Sec-
retary' . 'This is not a matter of public
finance or of party polities. There is no
doubt that as head] of the department he
must feel and realise that he occupies a very
responsible position, just as the Commuis-
sioner for Public Health also realises it.
There is no question that these gentlemen
are anxious to do the wisest thing with re-
gard to every particular ease which comes
upl. I have to dieal with the circumstances
which have arise,, and] if anyone mioves to
report progress in order that we may ua-
derstand the measure more fully, I will sup-
port hi,,,. J have tried to comfort those
people who have interviewed me on this
subject, as wveil as to comfort myself, by
saying. that it dloes not matter what is on
the Statute boo0k of this country, because
no one takes the slightest notice of it. To
justify that statement I would turn to the
report of the Commissioner for Public
Health wherein lie says, ''during the year
under review the medical inspectiona of school
childrenl has been a dead letter.''

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the )loa, member
to confine himself to the discussion of the
clause.

lion. A. SANDERSO-N: This Bill will be
a dlead] letter. I deeply regret that my col-
league Dr. Sawv is not here. Reference has
been uncle to his attitude on the Bill and
I would ask lteon, members to read what hie
said when that Bill was introduced. I wish
to wash miy hands of the whole business.
I refuse to take ali- further responsibility
uinder the conditions which now exist. We
shoul report progress in order that we may
familiarise ourselves with the valuable evi-
dence which tile committee have collete-

Hon. JT. DUFFELL: With regard to the
remarks just made by Mr. Dodd, I would point
out that in all eases where infected persons
are willing to report themselves, either to their
o'wn landily doctor or to the Commissioner
for Public Health himself, there will be no
necessity whatever to bring the name or the
subject in any shape or form before the Ad-
visor5 Committee.

Hon. .1. E. Dodd: Suppose it is someone
who is not inifected?

lion. J. DIFFjLL: There is no doubt in
my mind but that the Commissioner for
Public Health wvol thoroughly satisf y
himself that the person accused was one
suffering f romi the disease, before bring-
ing him or her under the notice of the Ad-
visory Committee. Only one case came be-
fore the select committee in connection with,
which it was found after examination that
the person concerned was absolutely f ree
and without infection. That was a case
which occurred under the old] Contagious
Diseases Act of England and Wales. We
can he confident that there will not be the
slightest ground to lead us to believe that
any person would, as a result of malice, be
brought before the Commissioner under the
compulsory clauses. It is necessary that all
persons suffering f roum venereal d]isesue
should be segregated] from the rest of the
popiulation. I am quite satisfied fromi the
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evidence which has been placed before thle
select committee that these unfortunates who
would be infected will be only too willing to
avail themselves of these provisions.

IoHn. Sir E. H. WITTENOO11: I rise with
reluctance to address myself to such an un-
savoury and indelicate subject, and regret that
necessity exists for speaking upon it. I desire
to read a portion of the evidence gi-en by the
Commissioner for Public Health in which he
states-

For the year ended 30th .Jtne, 1()17, we
have received 2,147 notifications of venereal
disease, and the new eases, so far as we can
Judge, numbered 1,536.

I do not think any apology is needed to address
oneself to suchi a state of affairs as exists. I
would like at this stage to add my thanks to
the select committee for the very coniprehen-
sive and first class report which they presented
to us, a report expressed as it is in such well
chosen English. We have before us a thorough
e xposition of thle position front all points of
view. In thle figures T have given, it must be
patent that something is necessary to cure such
a state of affairs. The figures which I have
quoted are those of voluntarily reported cases.
There are lots of others we hear nothing of.
We know this disease, like smallpox, is con-
tagious, and therefore under the circumstances
the obvious necessity is to remove the source
of contagion. When we hear protests made
such as came fronm 'Mr. Dodd, we must renmesa-
her that the only peolple that the compulsory
clauses are expected to deal with are those who
will not do anything for themselves. The only
object of the amnendnment is to give the Com-
mnissioner power to deal with those people.
Fear is expressed as to thle terrible results
wvhich will follow in dealing with innocent
people, yet we have it in evidence that no
fewver than six men who were infected by one
person wuldd net give the slivlhtest. evidence
against that p)erson. Tf a ease like that exists.
what class of nman wolal he be who would
make an accusation against an innocent girl?
If anonynmons letters reach the Commissioner,
what sort of mile will hie be if he dues not sift
the matter to the very bottoml Let us place
ourselves in the position. of the Conmissioner,
and let us imagcine a person whispering that
someone is infected. '%NTe wrould say "'Is there
any foundation for it, and what is the
motive?" Surely we can trust an officer likbe
the Commissioner, and if wve cannot we can emn-
ploy someone whom we can trust. And then if
the law is beingr carried out moiscilieviously it
can be altered. The question seems to be one of
acting onl the advice of practical experts, or on
the advice of those who bring forward theo-
ries. There are certain members of the public
who write to the Press, and there is a band of
women who ire taking an interest in this sub-
ject, and all credit to thema for doing so. But,
I venture to say, anything they can advance
must be Only theoretical. In my opinion the
only peolple who can deal with this matter are
those who are thle sufferers or who have been
sufferers, those who have been attending the
sufferers, and medical men and nurses, All the
theories advanced by well-intentioned people
are not equal to the results of the expert who
has gained experience. Theories are taken from

books antl reports, and the practical expert can
get these just as easily as those who advocate
then, Moreover, in thle present case the Corn-
mnissioner has hadl twelve months' experience of
thle Act, and all hie asks now is that the de-
ficiencies shall be made up. We find that the
peoIple who are taking a lead in this matter
know actually nothing about it, and in support
of that I. would like to quote some of the
evidence which wvas given by Archbishop Riley.
These are the questions and answers from the
evidence-

Would you allow a wonian. or a man to
continue to be a mnaice and danger to the
community because no one would sign a
statement concerning them?-I think I
would1 if that is thle only way they can be
got at.

W\ouldl you sooner allow them to go at
largef-Ys, rather than ran the risk.

Fist imagine that! 'Everyone knows the effect
of a nman or womatn suffering front this disease
being allowed to be at large, and yet here is
21 gentlenmian supposed to lead Public Opinion
practically saying that these people should
have every opportunity of spreading the dis-
ease.

Then you are not inclined to pay much
attentiomi to these cases which have been
qhated 1- r would rather have a few cases
like this thanm interfere with the liberty of
thle peojple.

We have also beeni told that the greatest.
source of danger is not the prostitute but
the amiateur girl who has contracted tile
dlisease and who is afraid to say anything
at all about it to her parents. A number
of these eases have been brought to the
notice of the Commissionerd What would
.you suggest iii cases of that kind? 'What
means would you adopt of having- those girls
treaced?-Tmero you have me. I have not
thought it omit. I dlo not know what you
would do in such cases.

lHome is a mnan atteumpting to lead public
opinion against an expert who has; studied the
question f ront A 'to Z, and seen it in all its
phases, read all tie literature in connection
with it, and having gained all that experience
Archbishop Riley comes along and instead of
helping hint, tries to put obstacles in the way.
Th~e evidence goes on -

But it has been explained to those girls?
-Then they are afraid their people will
know.

They argue the point with the Conimis-
sioner?-Then they are abnormal. 'I do not
kinow what I would do with them.

Do you mean to say that the health of
the comunity is to be sacrificed because of
the false delicacy of these girls?-I am not
thinking of the girls who hare gone wrong,
bmut of the girls who have not gone wrong.
I ami hopeless, I ant afraid.

I am trying to get at some way to deal
with these very casst-I have not thought
out these eases- I admit it is a serions
problem.

What is the use of evidence like that? It
shows that Archbishop Riley has never thought
the matter out. He admits he knows nothing
about it, and yet he makes speeches and throws
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obstacles in the way of those who are trying
their best to get rid of this scourge. If the
alterations proposed are not satisfactory it
will not be long before Parliament meets
again, and further amendments can be intro-
duced. But the great point is to deal with
this matter efficaciously. It is no use sur-
rounding it with sentiment. If it were any
other disease such as smallpox, there would
be no trouble.

Progress reported.

BIhL-ELECTORAL ACT AIMEND'MENT.
'Message received notifying that the Assem-

bly had disagreed] with the amendment made
by the Council.

BILL-CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

In committee.
ResumedI from the 27th February; Hon, W.

Kingsmnill in the Chair, the Colonial Secretory
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 20, 21-agreed to.
Clause 22-Curator to keep accounts:
Hon. A. SANDERSON: This is a legal Bill

which I have not read. It seems a matter of
some importance, but I will accept unre-
servedly the assurance of the Ii~iister that it
is all right, and that there are no contentiouso
clauses in it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I explained
the provisions of the Bill three weeks ago. It
has been on the Notice Paper ever since. It
was discussed in Committee up to a certain
stage and a point was iaissd in connection
with one clause, and the debate adjourned to
enable a member to look into it. The Bill is
now under discussion in Committee for the
second time.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2.3 to 30--agreed to.
Schedule, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment.

Recommittal.
On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARtY, Bill recommitted for the further con-
sideration of Clause 3.

Clause 3-~Iterpretation:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move an

amendment-
''That in line 1 of the interpretation of

'Distribute' after 'pay' the word 'deliver'
be inserted. "

This amendment is made at the suggestion of
the Crown Solicitor, who points out that when
there is only one person, the estate cannot be
divided. It is therefore necessary that the
word ''deliver'" should be inserted.

Amendment put and piissed, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Bill again reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 8.54 p.m.

2Legielattve assenibLy,
Wednesday, 61hL March, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Choir at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ''questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented' see %Totes and Proceedings.''

BILLS (6)-FiRST READING.
1, Laud Act Amendment.
Introdluced by the Premier.
2, Dividend Duties Act Amndnment.
3, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Amend-

ment.
4, Stamup Act Amendument.
5, Totalisator Duty Act Amendment.
4, rreasury Bonds Deficiency Act Amend.

ment.
Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer.

BILLs-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Council 's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee,
Air Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-

eral :in charge of the Bill.
New Clause--Add the following clause, to

stand as No. 6:-
Disorderly behaviour at meeting. (See Corn.,

No. 17 of 1911, Section l82e.)
6. A section is inserted in the principal Act

as follows:-
lS8b. (1.) Any person who, at any public

meeting to which this section applies, acts in
a disorderly manner for the purpose of pre-
venting the transaction uf the business for
which the meeting is held shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act. Penalty-Five pounds
or one month's imprisonment. (2.) This sec-
tion applies to any lawful public political
meeting held in relation to any election of
members of Parliament between the date of
the issue of the writ for the election and the
date of the return of the writ.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At present
we have no provision precisely on the lines of
the proposed new clause, which has been taken
from the Commonwealth Act. Under our exist-
ig law, if any disorderly conduct takes place
at a public meeting redress can only be had
under the Police Act. The proposed new clause
would bring our law into line with the Comn-
nionwealth law. I do not know that there is any
particular need for it, because within my re-
collection there have been one or two prosecu-
tions for disorderly conduct at public political
meetings. In one case arising at Guildford the
magistrate sent the offender to gaol for seven
days. Our Police Act deals with disorderly con-
duct in a public place, whereas the proposed
new clause narrows down the offence to dis-
orderly behaviour at a lawful public political
meeting. I do not know that I would suggest
the clause if I had to redraft the Bill again,


